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iElflaed-sama 5 really nice publication! We do talk over what 
we read in ThinkWell and occasionally are amazed at 
some of the letters<,o.o Just because a letter doesn’t get 
written doesn’t mean a lot of discussion isn’t going on in 
the background. Oy! It s s past 3 am..„time flies when you’re 
looking at ThinkWell. Both my Lady and I think TW is 
great and we applaud you for having the courage to start 
it Thank you very much for the sample. YOU BET, I’M 
INTERESTED. ...it’s something one savors and then mulls 
over for days afterwards. The day TW #13 arrived in my mail¬ 
box I flopped on the couch and read it front to back. On the 
other hand, I didn’t get the laundry done or ride my exercise 
bike or wash the dishes or any of those type of daily necessi¬ 
ties. I did finish off the last of the Christmas candy, though. 
Chocolate and philosophy go so well together, don’t you 
think? How does anyone avoid commenting on ev¬ 
erything?! Thanks for the brain teaser! You know how 
important ThinkWell is to you when your ThinkWell , TI and 
a letter from your mother all arrive in the same day’s mail 
and you read ThinkWell first. Also, later that evening you 
take it to a hockey game and you miss two goals and three 
fights because you are too busy reading to pay attention to the 
game. Thank you for the wonderfulness of what you are 
doing. 

Dear Editor, 

I am a member of the SCA, but not the group you 
represent. Being a member of the Speech Communication 
Association has enhanced my love for and interest in verbal, 
nonverbal, and written communication. After having the 
pleasure of reading many issues of ThinkWell, I would like to 
subscribe. One of the topics I teach at UNM is Ethics in 
Human Communication. Your essays on honor and chivalry 
will be a great addition to my research material. The 
publication itself is a superb example of journalistic writing 
and editing and I agree with a writer in Issue #13, “I really 
feel honored to be associated with such noble thinkers!” 

Kathy Hoag [not quite the Outlands] 
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Greetings from the future former chronicler of the 
Outlands. Perhaps this issue would have come out sooner had 
it not been that I am now merrily responsible for the 
Outlandish Herald as well; maybe it wouldn’t have. I will 
continue to do both as long as I can, and then one of them will 
have to go! 

Alys Gardner is in the East, not Atlantia. I did count her 
as East in the headcount, but on her comments on fealty in 
issue #13, please correct the kingdom assignment. She has a 
following of loyal fans and friends in Atlantia, and I 
associated her with them, I suppose. *Sorry.* 

Over 50 questionnaires have been returned, and they’re 
still coming in. Some of the people who returned them early 
on told me that they had been hard to do, that they had had to 
really think. It was fun to watch their brows wrinkle and 
their voices trail off as they realized I was going to have no 
sympathy for them having done something that made them 
“really think.” 

Anyone who is new around here and didn’t get a question¬ 
naire, or who needs an extra, send an SASE plus a loose 290 
stamp (or a dollar, or a chain letter, or a photograph of your¬ 
self or of another TW subscriber...) thrown in to cover the 
copying. 

The questionnaire item with the most entertaining 
responses has been tattoos. There are people who indicated 
that they had SCA tattoos, and there are people who could see 
no earthly reason ever to ask such a question. They didn’t 
occur in equal numbers. 

The most striking pattern has been the “why did you 
join/why did you stay” set. No matter what answers were 
given in the first part, the most common reason by far for 
staying was “friends.” 

—jElflaed of Duckford 
Only a few have declined to have their names or addresses 
made available; if you! d like to see a list of those who want to 
remain totally anonymous, see page 26. 
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NUMERICAL INCONGRUITIES ON THE BATTLE¬ 
FIELD—ARE WE JETTISONING CHIVALRY BEFORE 
THE WAR BEGINS? 

At the last baronial council, I felt alternately impressed 
and queasy over the news of the latest Estrella Caidan allies 
ante* With the diplomatic flood-gates pouring in a veritable 
reservoir of rapidly escalating man-power, a quandry arose: 
have we, in our zeal to police individual infractions, ignored 
the gaucheries of mass-unit inequality problems? When the 
numbers are so overwhelming that the competitive edge is 
entirely subsumed, is it a chivalrous contest, or regionalistic 
ego-jockeying? 

Granted, any kingdom should have the right to fight with 
whomever it wishes, and certainly the inter-kingdom 
dynamics of “The Western Pennsic” have polarized through 
either long-standing feelings of amity/idealism, mutual 
advantage/pragmatism, or transitory desires of “righting” 
ABUSES FROM THE PAST (the latter, forgive my 
cynicism, a seemingly endless feature of Society wars). 
Whether marching beneath the banners of Martial 
Brotherhood or Vain-Glory, what I have always found 
fascinating about SCA mass-unit chivalry is this: how does 
the under-dog react when it becomes the overdog and vice 
versa? 

I think most of us who have joined the SCA are motivated 
by a genuine thirst for romantic tenets of honor all-too- 
absent from contemporary society’s drizzle of compromise 
and radium-cold pragmatism. If this is so, how do we justify 
crowing over passages-of-arms that aren’t even close? Is there 
a degree of super-jock solipsism that even The Society can’t 
eradicate? Is it okay to chide individual WIN behaviour, yet 
pass off epic-scale depredations with the airy explanation that 
(as one brother duke put it) it “benefits the team”? 

I may very well have a minority opinion on this, but I 
really think that in our insistence on stacking the deck, we’re 
getting a little to Byzantine for even the Byzantines. If 
Chivalry and Honor are applicable absolutes and not just 
comfortable catch-words for our antiquated bashoramas, then 
doesn’t it behoove us to extend them past the tourney eric? 
Three-to-one odds and “Baby Harp Seal” jokes just don’t seem 
like the stuff of Arthurian Mists—or much fun for that 
matter. 

—Dietrich von Vogelsang (Caid) 

£t(Tft0IU55£TI01lJS 

I definitely agree with Galen of Bristol’s statement that the 
authorization system is bulky, excessive and only getting 
worse. However, I take exception to the fact that he seems to 
think the epitome of this is authorizing people to carry water 

Waterbearers are on the field of battle at least as closely 
as marshals. Where marshals basically only make sure the 
battle stays within the prescribed bounds, the waterbearers 
with the closer physical proximity can check for heat 
problems developing, spot broken armor and provide 
assistance to those who need to leave the field. Water is a 
vital necessity when you are fighting. It is a medical fact that 


the body loses a quart of water an hour when engaged in 
strenuous physical activity, and I’m sure that any fighter in 
any kingdom will agree that fighting is strenuous physical 
activity. Once there are over 75-100 fighters on the field it 
becomes impossible to water them all'without an organized 
force. I have many times seen people heading out to a broken 
field battle with chain mail bikinis and bare feet. I have seen 
people turn their backs on active fighting less than ten feet 
away and not even realize it. Any group of people that is 
unarmored but moving freely in and out of groups of highly 
excited people swinging sticks and telling “no __ there I 
was” stories needs to have some sort of idea what is expected 
of them. In the Outlands, I request that waterbearers read the 
Marshal’s Handbook and have some knowledge of the 
physical signs of heat exhaustion before they are allowed on 
the field. I realize Galen wrote his essay with tongue firmly 
planted in cheek and I apologize for the rabidity of my reply, 
but for the last eight years it has been my goal to make the 
waterbearers a respected force on the field instead of a group 
of bimbettes who create more problems than they solve. 

—Elinor du Ponte [Outlands] 

mm nm'g pooia#? 

Is there an “ideal ’ 5 percentage of the population of a 
kingdom that would/should ideally be peers? Say, 10% of the 
active people of a kingdom? 

Or, should there be an “average” number of peers made per 
reign that indicates healthy growth? Perhaps 2-3 of each 
peerage given per reign? 

Is there a rule of thumb you would apply to show a 
healthy peer/populous ratio? (e.g., too many peers may 
indicate not enough new members, too few may indicate 
political problems or inertia at the top). 

—Eowyn Amberdrake [Caid] 

FO^^LlT-^/TlTLejS 

Some time back, I submitted a short missive regarding the 
lack of titular introduction I normally receive. I am usually 
referred to as Giovanni or worse. Having been a Pelican for 
some years now, I am pleased and proud to be able to use the 
title Master when needed. My life is getting more 
complicated in that I have been offered the accolade of 
Knighthood, the normal title for this being, of course. Sir. 
Why more complicated? Surely this is a great honor you say. 
Well... It is a great honor. In fact. I’m the first Pelican or 
Laurel to be offered Knighthood in this Kingdom or in 
Atenveldt (from my poor recollection). Therefore, I have 
little precedence to go by in regards to titles, etc. 

My inclination is to continue to utilize the honorific of 
Master. My first peerage is the Pelican, my place in prece¬ 
dence is set by that peerage, and I’ve used it for a long time. It 
will, however, confuse the tar out of some folks. Imagine 
someone wearing a belt and chain introducing himself as 
Master So-and-So. If they are real new, they will think that 
folks wearing belts and chains are Masters or Mistresses. If 
they’ve been around a bit longer, they will merely think that I 
am deranged (true but shhh). 
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Given the above, I solicit your aid. What is customary in 
your area or kingdom? What are your feelings on the matter? 
I am setting a small bit of precedence for our Kingdom and 
want to give this matter some consideration. You can send 
replies to ThinkWell of course, or to me—A.J. Riviezzo, 2323 
S. Troy, Suite 210-D, Aurora CO 80014, (303) 743-0198—or 
to both! 

—Giovanni di Sienna [Outlands] 

Editor s Note: Future discussion here is fine, but Giovanni's 
knighting is set for February 14, Sunday of Estrella, so if you 
have pressing advice, call him! If you're going to the war, 
please come by Giovanni s vigil on Saturday evening , in the 
Outlands 1 royal encampment . (Then come by my camp and 
talk some more!) —celflaED 

^Elflsed and an unnamed individual talk a bit about the 
problem of being addressed by titles you don’t deserve. 
Happens all the time, especially if you're conspicuous. 

The Rialto, the Society-discussion computer network, has 
exacerbated this considerably, since one can become extremely 
well-known without having any rank to speak of. It’s com¬ 
mon enough there that we have an informal order for people 
who have been "elevated” by accident, the Society of St. 
Saponaceous. (Saponaceous is the mascot of the Rialto, a 
hundred-legged soapbox.) I’m the principal of the order, 
being a non-fighter elevated to the title of Duke. 

Anyway, all you can do about it is take it as a compliment, 
and gently correct the person, but don’t make a big deal about 
it. I’ve found that simply saying, "Well actually I’m not a 
Laurel/Knight/Duke/Whatever” and going on with the 
conversations serves as a fairly good middle ground between 
sounding like false modesty, sounding like sour grapes, and 
accepting an undue title. 

"Not the Only One” also points out the perennial 
problem of older members who get overlooked for awards, 
because everyone assumes that they have them already. Only 
thing for it is to make sure that you are aware of the people 
around you, and if you come across an inequity, do something 
about it. Over the past year or two. I’ve started to make a 
habit of sending out a very thorough recommendations letter 
every reign (preferably to Their New Highnesses just after 
they win, so they have ample time to prepare), and when I spot 
an award that is particularly overdue, I point it out to others 
who can be inspired to write. There are no pat solutions—the 
only thing for it is to do the right thing yourself, and try to 
teach by example. 

—Justin du Coeur [East] 

I ? m amused by the discussion in ThinkWell 13 anent being 
called by a title higher or lower than one can justly claim, 
having just been handed the same dilemma in the mundane 
world. I was much annoyed by my previous boss, who seemed 
perfectly glad to be called "Doctor” though he had no claim 
to the title. Now I have gotten a letter addressing me as 
"Professor,” a title which I cannot claim. I’ve deplored 
another’s inaction—but find myself doing the same, not 
knowing how to handle the subject more gracefully myself. 


Miss Manners could easily be considered a Castiglione or 
Machiavelli of the present day, I therefore turned to her 
Guide for the Turn of the Millennium . She spent twenty pages 
on honorifics, and never once spoke to that particular point. 
In short, she did nothing. Sins of omission are always the 
easiest to commit. 

Best to decline one compliment by accepting another: "I 
lack that title, my lord, but am honored that you would think 
I have it.” 

—Einar Lutemaker [Middle] 

I don’t recall having been called “Sir” (except possibly 
by non-SCA folk at a demo). If it happens I can always 
modify the old army joke: "Don’t call me Sir, boy! I’m a 
Huscarl! I fight for a livin’!” 

—Kirk FitzDavid [Calontir] 

I remember the first person who called me “lady” and the 
first one who called me "your ladyship,” and I love hearing 
them used. As a result, I usually introduce someone 
formally, leaving it to them to indicate informality if 
desired. 

On formality—I was "raised up” with Caidan formality 
[kneel in court, reverance their Majesties, reverance the 
thrones ("the presence”) etc.] and I like it. Here in Ansteorra, 
it seems to be the custom to bow, but remain standing when in 
court, and otherwise to be more casual. When formality is 
observed, it’s the general trend of recent Crowns to “aw 
shucks” that out of existence. I agree with Galen—I want 
royalty to act like royalty! 

—Liran [Ansteorra] 

It think people should kneel in court, and kneel, not sit, 
not squat. I’ve been guilty of sitting on my feet when I’m 
part of a group there for a long time (such as during a peerage 
elevation when all of whichever order are called forward). I 
haven’t done it for a long time, though, and I notice others 
doing it. 

I try to kneel even when I just go up to the thrones at an 
odd moment or to the head table to ask a question, or if I’m 
called to come and give an opinion or run an errand. The less 
personally-friendly I am with the royalty, the easier it is to 
remember. If the person’s mundane name comes to me as 
easily as their SCA name, I have to concentrate to treat them 
as though I don’t know them so well (at least I try to when 
anyone else is nearby). 

Hugging and kissing have become pretty common here. If 
a king or queen gives an award to someone and they really like 
each other, and they’re overcome with emotion, they should 
still resist the effort to hug and kiss until later, not right 
there at the thrones during court. (My apologies to people 
who have hugged me in court the past; it’s nothing personal; 
just Don’t Do It Again.) 

—iElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 



I really wish that I had been offered a chance to stand vigil 
before accepting membership in the Order of the Pelican. 
When I was brought into the order it was at a field event at 
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closing court. Court was called when I was partly through 
striking the tent. I was hot, dirty, sweaty and in my oldest 
and least becoming field garb. I had completely given up the 
idea of ever becoming a peer and had, in fact, been of the 
opinion that this particular event would be my last for a long 
time. 

I felt a little like Cinderella who finally got to the ball 
and discovered that the spell on the dress hadn't worked. 
There was no time to think or feel or reflect on what it meant 
and the responsibilities that are part of the peerage. I was 
completely numb and remember little of the experience 
except an almost grimly amused thought that it couldn’t have 
been calculated to give me the recognition at a time I would 
feel more uncomfortable. I was embarrassed because I felt 
too grubby to be hugging my friends who were wearing nice, 
clean garb. I was embarrassed because I didn’t know why I 
was getting the recognition after so many years. I really wish 
I had been given time to think and prepare for it because I 
don’t even clearly remember the one really special thing— 
that all three branches of the peerage were called forward, at 
their request, to welcome me to their number. I was so 
frazzled and out-of-frame that I had to be told later. 

—Ferelith MacDonald [Atenveldt] 

I’ve seen one knightly vigil where a circle was made on the 
floor with candles. Knights entered the circle to talk with 
the candidate, other peers walked around to him, and non-peers 
stayed at the entrance. At other vigils, there were no dis¬ 
tinctions made, or only peers until midnight, or various other 
forms. 

Vigils, like costumes and personae, should be made to fit. 
We had no vigil when my lady and I became Pelicans. If I ever 
become a knight, I would want a very formal, stylized vigil. 
If I ever become a Laurel, I would want a more flamboyant 
vigil, with all the bards in the kingdom giving performances 
on the meaning of the Peerage. There is no one right way to do 
a vigil. It can’t possibly fit all the Normans, Vikings, Arabs, 
Celts, Tudors, Venetians, etc., much less all the artists, 
warriors, and officers. 

—Robin of Gilwell [Ansteorra] 

My own vigil was held at midnight, on a tiny island in the 
marshes of Louisiana. I will never forget the mist rising off 
the star-lit waters as I knelt between the altar and the fire, 
nor my peers and friends visiting me and bringing me the 
allegorical gifts and bits of advice which have been of such use 
to me since. There is a sadness in a peer who has no vigil. 

—Johannes the Black of the Athanor [Meridies] * 1 


1 I am Master Johannes the Black of the Athanor, a 7th Century Lombard. 

I am honored to be entrusted with participation in both the Order of the 
Laurel and the Pelican. I currently reside in the Shire of the Osprey 
(Mobile, AL), of which I am seneschal. I serve as Lambent Pursuivant for 
the Kingdom, and as the Society Deputy Marshal for Equestrian Affairs. 
On a personal level, I am the founder and editor of “Schola Latina,” the 
Meridian Latin Club / newsletter. 

Mundanely, I am manager (for some six years now) of the University 
of South Alabama Medical Center’s Medical Records Dept, on the night 
shift. Other stuff, also. My name is Brad Gurganus in this earthly (and 
worthwhile) pursuit. 


I agree with both Istvan and /Elflaed. In agreement with 
Istvan, Poo-Poo on peers-only vigils. If I were to be offered 
peerage and a vigil, I would welcome any good wishes, advice, 
questions, etc. from anyone who wanted to take time to speak 
with me. I would not want to exclude my friends who are not 
yet peers from being able to come to my vigil. I agree with 
Ailflaed that the Society is not a classless group and that the 
peers should have priority at a vigil, and I agree that it would 
be a shame to have peers walk away in frustration because they 
couldn't get their tum due to all the “well-wishers.” My 
personal solution would be to have a long vigil with a brief 
reception for non-peers, devoting the rest of the time to peers 
who have real advice... 

—-Lady Taryn Brannick [Outlands] 2 

Being a rather unreligious person, I’m happy with the way 
the SCA handles religion now. However, I do believe that 
there is some anti-religious, and particularly anti-Christian, 
bias among many SCA members. Some of this stems from the 
“your people burned my people” attitude, although anybody 
who can keep a 500 year old grudge has got a problem. 
Instead, people with this attitude are more likely bringing 
their mundane feelings toward other religions with them. 
Since religion is important to most people, and of paramount 
importance to some, using religious symbols or ceremonial 
elements can get very touchy. I would like to see more 
medieval religious elements used in the SCA. Priests, nuns, 
abbots, bishops—no problem as long as they keep actual 
religious ceremony off to the side, make an honest effort to be 
authentic (brush up on your Latin, boys) and keep to a late- 
20th century American version of tolerance in their dealings 
with other SCA members. 

I think there is a certain tension between organized 
religion and the SCA, due mainly to competition, different 
morality, and recruitment. We compete with them for 
people’s time and money. Churches are social organisms like 
the SCA—they can consume as much time and money as the 
SCA can if you really get into the social structure. If you 
belong to a church and really feel you must attend every 
Sunday, it’s pretty tough to go to a Saturday event 300 miles 
away and get back in time for 11 AM services. A Wednesday 
night fighter practice can lose people to a Wednesday night 
prayer meeting. On the other hand, you’d like to tithe your 
salary this week, but you really need to save money for that 
new bascinet. Churches are also in the morality business, and 
although SCA people are probably more honest and honorable 
than the equivalent mundane population, many of us have 
sexual mores which don’t match what churches consider 


2 I have been in the SCA for 4 1/2 years or so and I don’t have a persona 
story because I think they are silly. I hate it when people come up and tell 
me all about their improbable life story so I refuse to do that to others (or 
myself!). My primary interest in the SCA has been costuming and 
therefore I would hate to limit myself to one place in time and space. The 
SCA is my hobby, my lifestyle, and my family. [Mundanely] I am a 
secretary with some unfinished college experience in architecture. I am 24 
years old and I have no concrete goals except to enjoy life to its fullest and 
to gain some inner serenity. 
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proper. Ideally, Christians also have an obligation to recruit 
new members from the unwashed heathens among us. This 
evangelism can really piss people off if it is done in an 
insensitive way. This tension will always exist, and can only 
be minimized by being as thoughtful as possible and treating 
specific problems as they arise. 

—Kirk FitzDavid [Calontir] 

Religion appears to be a major bugbear in the GKW. 1 I’ve 
rarely run across it here, other than in Muslim personalities 
where life is dictated by the teachings of Allah. Even so, I 
can’t honestly see how this would offend anyone. The Lochac 
Moslems don’t preach for converts or for a Jihad against the 
Franks, but use Allah’s sayings to add depth to their personae. 
The best known of Lochac’s Moslems, Master Hassan ibn 
Ysau of Innilgard (laurelled for “1001 Arabian Nights” 
style storytelling), has also turned up to at least two events 
as a Cardinal, borrowing the robes from a Cardinal friend of 
his. He presented a strong RC persona, but didn’t thunder 
against unbelievers or pagans, rather being a deep thinking, 
slow talking, extremely courteous Brother Cadfael type. 

I know a couple of people who are devoutly religious out¬ 
side of the SC A but don’t bring the outward trappings or 
obvious devoutness with them to events. These people are 
also amongst the most courteous and helpful people I’ve met, 
so maybe the religious feeling comes out in these socially 
acceptable ways. Pagans and skin-wearing barbarians don’t 
exist here to my knowledge. Maybe there’s something in the 
Lochac air that prevents them breeding. 

I don’t believe that we lose anything by not having the re¬ 
ligious connection.. After all, each event is only as good as 
the effort put into it by the attendees. Adding religion’s para¬ 
phernalia and ceremonies might add some authenticity to 
what we do, but won’t necessarily save a boring feast. I can 
recall going to a couple of RC church services with a quite 
religious girl I was actively pursuing in my youth and trying 
to stay awake during them. I didn’t get the girl and I didn't 
get saved. Ah Well. 

—Viscount Aylwin Greymane [Lochac (West)] 2 

TM &C0. HeLIGIOIT! 

I have been a religious wanderer since my early teens, just 
after going through Methodist catechism, searching for a 
belief structure that fits what I believe. So far I’ve not really 
found one that fits exactly. The closest I have come is the 
Society for Creative Anachronism. The virtues and values 
that we ideally practice in the SCA seem to closely match my 
own ethical and behavioral beliefs. 


^ “Greater Known World” 

2 Fm a thoroughly Normanized Saxon living in the late thirteenth century. 
I’m the third son of a minor noble, so since I was most unlikely to inherit, 
I went travelling through Europe, selling my sword to eat. I met up with 
my Lady in Constantinople-she was travelling down from Kiev with her 
trader father. 

Mundanely Adrian Nicholas, I work for the Australian Government in 
my spare time, fight light and heavy and listen to lots of music (mostly 
blues). 


I wonder how many of us use the SCA as a substitute for 
some other established religion. I do know that most of the 
SCA folk I am acquainted with rarely go to church on Sunday 
morning. 

We in the Society can afford to be “tolerant” of other 
religions because the one we truly believe in—the SCA— 
isn’t threatened by other beliefs. 

—Susannah Griffon [Calontir] 

Another New Year’s Party story: At a very non-SCA New 
Year’s open house, I was sitting with a collection of doc¬ 
tor/lawyer/professor types, discussing our local Catholic 
church scandals (priests and altar boy revelations) and the 
topic of the purpose of church came up. Some indicated that 
they were fairly well agnostic, or went for the sake of the 
kids, and one woman I know from La Leche League who is 
about to finish a master’s degree in counseling and family 
studies said she went to church because it was a place she 
could consider being a more honorable, ethical or noble 
individual. 

The SCA’s definitely got that base covered. We do pretty 
well on the candle-lit ceremonies and formal processions, too. 

— JE lflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

[What follows is a small part of Hrolf’s response to why he’s still 
in the SCA. It’s nearly five Australian pages (bigger than our 
paper), in type as small as most of this issue.] 

What criteria must be met for a movement to be classed as a 
religion? It need not involve a belief in the supernatural or a 
divine being, otherwise many Buddhists have no religion. It 
does not require churches, shrines and holy places. I would 
contend that it need not even think of itself as a religion 
What a religion requires is a theism, an explanation of evil. It 
needs communitas, the sense of fervour occasioned in a well- 
motivated gathering of the faithful. It needs some form of 
ethos or set of norms to create a cohesive body with shared 
value systems. There is an element of faith in all religions, 
either in a belief in the unprovable or in a fervent belief in a 
promised goal state. 3 Optional extras include opportunities 
for transcendental experience, charismatic deliverers of the 
“word,” missionaries, an iconography and saints. 

Being a religion (or a functional) equivalent is neither 
inherently good or bad. People can even belong to several and 
still maintain deep allegiance to a conventional faith. 
Modern society is characterised by a “division of labour” 
approach; each part of a person’s existence is divided into 
personae or roles that the whole person is never confronted by 
by any inconsistencies. The whole person does not exist, only 
a series of actors filling various roles that they have agreed 
upon with society. Modem religions include football clubs, 
Marxism, the Green movement 4 and such groups as the SCA. 


3 As an example of this, look at the fervent supporters of your local 
football team (of whatever code). There are even people out there who 
believe that the Indianapolis Colts can win next year. 

4 The Tasmanian Greens have a charismatic leader. Dr Brown, who 
experienced a transcendental conversion to the faith while travelling in 
the wilderness. He abandoned prosperity and has ascetically devoted 
himself to spreading the word: Evil stems from the inherent greed of 
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As a functional equivalent of religion, the SCA fulfills 
all the criteria. Within the Society’s activities, the theism is 
“the Dream.” How many times have you heard that damning 
criticism that “they lack the Dream” as if the person were 
guilty of some vast moral turpitude. This lack explains many 
of the failures of the Society and individuals within it. If we 
all have “the Dream,” all will be harmonious and all will 
run smoothly. There is the communitas of feasts and events 
and the common ethos of courtesy and chivalry which lends a 
reversionary mechanical solidarity to the group. Any award 
ceremony, but particularly those of the peerage, can be quite a 
transcendental experience for the recipient, and we all know 
people who move around talking to people and who spread the 
Word of the Society to new groups with Pauline fervour. 

The SCA has a role in a secular society that lacks values 
for its members. For at least part of our existence, what we 
do has meaning and we have a sense of community of 
belonging to a world-wide ecumen and we can explain what is 
wrong with the world around us (even if it does involve 
reference to “the Dream”). At root, the SCA give meaning 
and values to a bland and value free mundane existence. To be 
fully trite, it gives norms to the anomic. 

—Hrolf Herjolfssen [Lochac (West)] 

“TWO LIV6JS TO I>rp6” 

A few ideas/topics have come to my mind that I feel are 
worth tossing around. For example: if a person is a “vegan” 
(refusing to eat animal foods and/or wearing animal 
products) I wonder how he/she reconciles that in the SCA. 
It’s bothered me now and then, because in mundane life, it’s 
easier for me to avoid these things. But in medieval life, I 
can’t do it. It’s like I’m two different people. This may 
sound crazy, but I guess that I feel that animal usage for 
something as beautiful and cultural as the Middle Ages is not 
nearly as repugnant as animals being factory-farmed for 
disgusting McDonald’s hamburgers and used as leather for 
run-of-the-mill dress pumps/shoes. I don’t label myself 
vegan, vegetarian, carnivore or any of that. I’m too 
inconsistant (and too mesmerized by the wares at Pennsic!). 
So who’s perfect... (as I mosey along, in my leather jacket and 
Doc Martens...) Oh well... 

All of this ties into the subject of ecology and con¬ 
sumerism. Can we tell ourselves, even in the Current Middle 
Ages, “how much is enough”? Do I honestly need two drink¬ 
ing horns? Do I need that extra belt, yet another tunic, cloaks 
in three different colors? Trust me. I’m not shoving my 
values on anyone else—no judgements here. After all. I’d 
love to have a deep forest green cloak as well as the black one, 
or two cotehardie/surcoat outfits for different occasions. I 
just want to think before I go hog wild, that’s all. Not easy. 
Any thoughts or ideas? 

—Anne of the Wild Meadows [East] 


developers. Good may be achieved by a state of ecstatic communion with 
the wilderness that surrounds us. The holy place, the wilderness sui 
generis, must be preserved as a mystery with all 1:25000 maps destroyed 
to preserve the sacred knowledge within the priesthood. It may only be 
approached reverentially and on foot with pilgrims stopping at the 
authorised shrines (campsites) and removing their liminal products 
(wastes) so that they do not literally or religiously pollute the holy. 


Whether I write or speak in the vernacular of 1993, or 
attempt to speak/write forsoothly in A.S. XXVII, I am still 
the same human person. It becomes a matter of which way I 
choose to phrase my thoughts. So, if I say anything positive or 
derogatory about another dreamer of the dream (ugh! I have 
this problem with the “dream” but that’s a whole ’nother 
subject) does it really matter if I am at work as myself in 
mundane clothes (garb-costume-gear-raiment), or if I am at an 
event in persona in SCA garb (clothes-costume-gear- 
rairnent)? The effect is still the same. I personally have made 
a statement, and its weight will be the same (and has been) in 
either situation. In the same vein, Eowyn Amberdrake is 
correct: anyone with office, be it great or small, will, never be 
perceived by all as having a mundane persona and an SCA 
persona, each of whose thoughts are separable and distinct. 
Maybe among people who are truly friends can such a 
distinction work—but that is a maybe. 

—Madawc Seumus Caradawg [Caid] 1 

TQ£[$T$ 

In Lochac, we toast in three separate toasts, the King and 
Queen of the West, the Prince and Princess of Lochac, and 
‘'mindful that we are but one of the Principalities of the 
West, the other Princes and Princesses of the West.” 
Frequently the autocrat also gets a guernsey. 2 

—Hrolf Herjolfssen [Lochac (West)] 

In the Middle, the first three toasts are always to the King 
and Queen, the Crown Prince and Princess, and our territorial 
Prince and Princess. They usually come in the first remove of 
the feast. It is the responsibility of the chivalry to arrange 
who makes the toasts, usually the three individuals with the 
highest precedence, or three peers in general. If the feast was 
good, then at the end of the last remove, we toast the cooks 
and sometimes the servers. Any number and variety of 
miscellaneous toasts are made in between. 

—Garlanda de S tanas [Middle] 

In Ansteorra 9 it is customary to toast the King first and 
the Queen second. Many years ago, in deliberate and flagrant 
violation of this custom, I toasted the Queen first at Queen’s 
Champion. The King loved it; it has now become custom. Our 
current king, William Miesko, has declared that he will make 
the first toast of the evening, and it is always a toast to the 


* Madawc Caradawg, a.k.a. Madawc the Nameslayer, was bom in Powys 
and believes his lineage passes back through generations of penkenedls 
(clan chieftains) to Dyfhwal Moelmud, If you have a few hours to kill, he 
will, in true Cymric fashion, recite all details of his geneaology. His clan 
lost all power and wealth when the children of Cunetha raided his kenedl 
and made off with the tin and cattle of Caradawg. Dispirited, Madawc 
traveled toward the rising sun to find new lands and hope of rebuilding his 
fortune and his clan. Oddly enough, he found himself with the sea still to 
the setting sun in a land called Caid. He currently resides in the friendly 
Shire of Wintermist in Caid. 

2 In case this is a culture-specific reference, a Rugby top, for instance is 
called a guernsey. “To “get a guernsey” is to be honoured by being 
selected—usually to an elite group. The expression “to get a cap” is also 
used. This refers to getting a cricket cap upon selection to a State or 
Australian team. 
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people of Ansteorra. One of the reasons to have solemn 
customs and traditions is that when you (very rarely) break 
them, it adds even more strength to your action. Toasting the 
Queen first at her event adds to the compliment. His 
Majesty’s salute to his people is stronger because he is 
offering us an honor which is traditionally his own. 

—Robin of Gilwell [Ansteorra] 

If is my recollection (Eastern Rite, here..*) that the toast 
to the Crown was the first at any feast, offered by the senior 
peer present (or someone close enough), even if the monarch 
were not present. This was followed (often after some lag) 
by toasts to visiting monarchs (or other dignitaries) and to 
the autocrat and/or head cook (frequently, as /Edward 
suggests, nearer the end of the feast). Our King Stef fan has re¬ 
cently decreed that for the duration of His and Queen Twila’s 
reign that the first toast shall be to the assembled populace of 
fair Atlantia. How’s that for a twist? I am certainly in 
agreement with Duchess Melisande that toasts add to the 
flavor of the thing, and are less disturbing than many other 
interruptions to a feast. I only wish someone (this is a hint, 
oh fellow ThinkWell readers!!) would come up with some 
better openings for toasts than “I ask you to charge your 
glasses for....” It gets old after a bit. Or even for better ideas 
for toasts. 

—Keilyn FitzWarin [Atlantia] 

[Editorial butt-in: Fm not sure why Lady Keilyn’s information on 
toasts is in past tense, but I left it. The stuff about Steffan and 
Twila is in present tense, although their reign will be over by the 
time some people read this. Since we are all merrily responding to 
year-old comments as though they were uttered moments ago, and 
people are channeling future-former royalty and officers, we must 
just be on ThinkWell time, some sort of “happiness runs in a 
circular motion, thought is like a little boat upon the sea” spiral 
model where history and the future are One, Om. Oh, sorry — 
thought it was 1969 for a minute there. Wow. It's working.] 

I heard a persona story once which mentioned an age, and it 
was about half of the person’s actual age. 

We have a Master of the Laurel in our kingdom who is bio¬ 
logically (and socially, mundanely) female, but who has a 
male persona. Both these things arose 15 or 16 years ago, and I 
have no recent examples. Is it common anywhere? 

—iElflsed of Duckford [Outlands] 

co/a/aiT^enT 

m soopcitlfjiijcj 

When we moved to Atlantia we met our first SCA- 
yuppies—we overheard a lady comment that she had spent 
$300 on her garb. That was a month’s rent in our previous 
kingdom—still is in some places. 

—iEthelthryth of Acleah [Caid] 

Once upon a time someone wrote to the board complaining 
about the way the local group had treated her about some¬ 


thing or other, and said that she had costumes worth over 
$300 apiece. The implication was that since she had invested 
more money, she should be treated specially. 

I’ve thought sometimes that I deserved to be treated better 
because of the amount of time I had spent (in offices or auto- 
crating or whatever). It seemed that I invested of myself in 
the group and I wanted to cash some out. It doesn’t always 
work that way. 

—Ailflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

IbOjSPIT^XIT^ 

To Baroness Siobhan—Judging from your comments here 
and elsewhere, it sounds like you are doing everything right 
with regards to new and transplant members. A group can 
provide newcomer households, classes, pairing new members 
with old members, etc., but the bottom line is that some new 
members decide the SCA is something they want to be in¬ 
volved in and others decide it’s not. Some people just don’t 
find it worth their time and energies and go on to other 
hobbies if they do sound interested early on. When I first 
encountered the SCA (at an autograph party for Katherine 
Kurtz), I was with my roommate, one friend and a friend of 
hers. We were all invited to a fighting practice/sewing 
circle/get together at a house nearby and after going over there 
and talking and meeting people, we were all invited to the up¬ 
coming 12th Night celebration, with offers of loaner 
costumes, etc. The friend of the friend went to 12th Night 
but never went to another event as far as I know. My friend 
never went to anything but my roommate (at that time) and I 
went to our first event the following March and are both 
still involved almost 14 year later. The point is, the 
wonderful people of the Barony of Gyldenholt offered the 
same hospitality to all four of us, yet only half of us became 
involved. Be glad for the new members that are interested and 
stay and bid farewell to those who don’t. 

—Aliskye MacKyven Raizel [Caid] 1 

I was a member of the SCA for about 2 1/2 years before I 
moved to the Barony of Grey Niche. I contacted the group be¬ 
fore I moved and they helped me find a roommate (SCA of 
course), find an apartment, move into the apartment (a fourth- 
floor walk-up) and generally settle into a new city. 

—Teresa Berconi [Meridies] 

In cleaning the disk, I found this paragraph in a letter to a 
new TW subscriber (no longer new) who said he had not been 
in the Society for very long. I thought it worth a “show and 
tell.” 

I I worry sometimes about exposing newer members, 
such as yourself, to some of the sordid business discussed in 


1 I’ve been in the Society for almost 14 years, amazingly in the same 
group, the Barony of Lyondemere. I’ve done all the usual kinds of stuff 
[Baronial Seneschal, Kingdom Avant Courier (Publicity Officer), Captain 
of Archers, autocrated events, marshalled at wars, kitchen crew at 
banquets, taught dancing, etc. Recently I’ve taken up scribing and am in 
line to take over the Office of Scribe Armarius of Caid in April. I was 
elevated to the Order of the Pelican in November of 1992 (so recently, that 
mentioning it seems like bragging). 
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ThinkWell, but I realize that all over the SCA since the 
beginning there have been people who joined right in the 
midst of a household in turmoil, or a baronial revolt, or as a 
king’s squire, and so the ideal that each new member will 
have three years of peace and quiet and wholesome fantasy 
hasn’t ever happened anyway, so welcome backstage! 

If any of you have stories of long innocent early years, I 
would love to hear them! It was my fantasy to go back and be 
ga-ga longer, but I was principality seneschal within my first 
year and die roller coaster ride had begun. 

I don’t recommend forbidding new members to jump into 
the midst of things, but am I the only one who thinks an 
extended SCA honeymoon is desirable? Are things different 
in bigger, more crowded groups than in smaller groups, or 
just different in A.S.XXVII than they were in A.S.XI? 

—iElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

“Tlie GOOD OLD DjayjS” 

I look at the newcomers now who jump up and down and 
leap into challenges and see the past in their eyes* The only 
thing that changes, even in a larger and more rule-ridden SCA, 
is ourselves. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

RniGftTIljOOB tm even^BOBy 

The board decided to leave things as they are. In that 
light, some of the comments still in the pile are obsolete, but 
others are concerned with how the three peerages might be 
made more equal in the perceptions of others, and so the 
following sort-of-new topic, which will evolve into 

of Feen^Ge^ 

I really believe this whole situation about officially 
changing the peerages to “knighthood” as a collective order 
has come about due to the input of a few people. How they 
managed to get the Board to spend money on the whole thing 
is beyond me. Sure, there are some inequalities in the peerage. 
“Stickjock” and “artfag” are just two terms used to 
highlight the inequality. But how it is perceived changes from 
kingdom to kingdom. Regardless of titles, people are judged 
(this has been said time and again) by what they do and how 
they do it. You work—you get respect. You don’t work— 
you don’t get respect! THAT is the secret of respect. Wearing 
a crown, medallion, or belt gets a bow and an easy smile. It 
only goes as far as your first bad deed, though. What good is 
any title or award if people laugh at you when your back is 
turned? 

In Meridies, the knights are the do-de-do, good-ole-boy 
peers. The Laurels are talented, emotional, and flighty. The 
Pelicans are serious, snobby, and heavy coffee drinkers. It is, 
however, the individual that gets the attention, good or bad. 
There are great laurels/knights/pelicans and not-so-great 
laurels/knights/pelicans// The neat thing is that the populace 
makes the judgement. Each order has its own perceived flavor 
(see the above generalized opinon), but it is each person who 
makes his own or her own reputation. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 


It is indeed true that, at some times and places, 
knighthoods were given for non-military service. It is true 
that Master and Mistress were guild, and not noble, titles. 
However, it is also true that Lord or Lady, generally the first 
title earned in the Society, were of extremely high standing 
throughout the Middle Ages. One can make a case that, in the 
Society, the prestige of the title “Duke” exceeds that of 
“King.” And to what historic title, pray tell, does the 
Society title of Court Baron(ess) correspond? 

Society titles simply do not even approximate historic 
titles. To try to match them with with those of any fixed 
time and place is to negate the Society’s approximate quarter- 
century of experience, in which the titles have worked well... 

The argument has been raised that the Chivalry receive 
more respect than the other orders. If this is true, so be it. 
Respect is earned, not bestowed by the heralds. 

—Master Orrick of Romney [Caid] 1 

Knights R Us: First things first... everybody here who 
really believes that Mistress Elflasd is an “aging weakling” 
raise your hands... thank you. 2 Still, I will take mild issue 
with her suggestion that “people on this planet respect 
hunters...we can’t pretend it away.” As I suggested last time 
out, this is about change on a cultural level, a “hearts & 
minds” kind of thing, which merits challenge at every occa¬ 
sion. After all, the species seems somewhat obsessed with 
defining proprietary rights where the claims are nothing if 
not thinly drawn. Should we then yield the field to the 
strongest? Nah... (and now I guess y’all see why I warned 
you some time back that my views should probably not be 
taken as representative of anybody’s opinion other than my 
own). 

Bottom line: If we want the peerages to be treated 
equally, we correct the inconsistencies in statue that augur 
against such treatment, and we treat them that way ourselves, 
and in our dealing with others. 

—^Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

We can mull it over, debate it, write tomes of epic 
proportion about it, but until every peer takes it upon 
him/herself to be a positive example of a peer (of whatever 
order) the populace at large is going to perceive [Pelicans and 
Laurels] in a different light. And not just the populace has 
jaundiced opinions of us. 

Not long after my elevation I was on my way to the feast 
hall with a young man who was soon to be my protege. We 
came across a lady struggling (not too successfully) with a 
large feast hamper and a small child. As he knew was 
expected of him, he handed over my feast basket to me and 
helped the lady in question. Rather than wait for him to 


1 I have been in the Society since 1978 and a member of the Order of the 
Laurel since 1983. I joined in Trimaris (Oldenfeld/Tallahassee), which was 
then part of Meridies. I moved to “mainland” Meridies (Thor’s 
Mountain/Knoxville) on completing graduate school. Employment took 
me to Atlantia (Storvik/Washington DC) and then to Caid (Starkhafn/Las 
Vegas), where I now reside. I hold the baronial service awards from Thor’s Mountain 
and Starkhafn, and the kingdom service award from Caid. 

2 Excuse me, Sir, but I think I heard some hands shooting up in my own zipcode. 

('course my bearin’ ain’t what it used to be) --/Elflaed 
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return, which he surely would have done, I continued on with 
the basket myself. Another peer (a friend) saw me thus and 
said, “Look it's Mistress Rhiannon, and she’s carrying her 
own feastgear!” to which I replied: 

“I’m a peer, not a - expletive deleted - paraplegic.” 

He was scandalized, and I was appalled at the notion that I 
was now above doing things for myself. I will now saunter 
over to the side of the soapbox that the ladder is permanently 
affixed to and climb the two or three stories necessary to 
reach the ground. 

—Rhiannon of the Isle [Meridies] 

Here’s a wrench for the works—Am I the only one in the 
SCA who has a problem with “Lady”? I find the hair 
standing up on the back of my neck when someone calls me 
“Lady Gwen”—I can’t get over feeling that it’s the “true 
peerage title.” Have I read too many books? Is this a 
Victorianism I can’t lose? Master and Mistress have always 
struck me as family honorifics—as in “You there, where is 
your master?” and “I have a message for your Mistress.” 
And Lord and lady feel more “noble.” Where do I get this? 

—-Gwyneth merch Llewellyn [Caid] 

I second the motion that democracy and the SCA don’t mix. 
Within the SCA, as well as without, effective democracy 
requires an informed electorate. People who take voting 
seriously are willing to take the time to gather information 
(or at least read what is presented by others), and have 
“greater good” rather than “personal agenda” in mind when 
they cast their ballots. The Board regularly requests (as does 
the Crown) feedback on issues and questions of the populace, 
and the amount of feedback is usually a bare trickle. 20,000+ 
members, and 40 to 60 letters! Most people don’t have any 
idea what the Board does, or what/who it’s composed of. As a 
case in point, the Board meeting minutes that recorded the 
Board approving my appointment to replace Yosef as 
MoAS/SCA resulted in several people in the barony 
congratulating me for my Board membership. Patiently, 
carefully, I explained to each one the hierarchical levels in the 
SCA, and that corporate officers are NOT board members. 

—Nerissa Meraud de la Fontaine [West] 

I think the idea of SCA-wide voting for Board members is a 
very bad idea. First, we already have more politics than most 
of us want in the SCA, and far more politics than most of us 
can stomach outside the SCA. Why add more? Second, in 
looking over the current list of candidates, I saw only one 
name I felt competent to express an opinion about, and I think 
I recognized about a half-dozen more from reading other 
kingdoms’ newsletters. This reminds me of voting for 
officers in my college Alumni Association or Credit Union: 
I’ve never met these people, and I’m expected to form an 
intelligent opinion about who they will serve as officers 
from a three-paragraph campaign statement. Right. Finally, 
we already are allowed to vote, in that we are given the 
opportunity to say precisely why we do or don’t like any 


given candidate under the current system, rather than being 
forced into a yes/no situation with no opportunity to express 
why we are voting the way we are. The current system gives 
us the options of “I don’t care,” “yes, but,” “no, because,” 

“none of the above, how about_” or anything else we 

want to say. This is certainly better than any 20th century 
democracy I know of. 

—'Tivar Moondragon [Ansteorra] 

Technically (that is, according to California law under 
which the SCA is incorporated), the SCA has less than a 
dozen members. (I bet you didn’t know that!) Because the 
only people who are “members” are those who vote to elect 
the Board of Directors—i.e. the current members of the Board. 
Of course there are ways to broaden the membership in the 
SCA: let more of us vote for Directors.... 

—William the Lucky [West] 

The only members of the corporation (i.e. the body of 
people who get personally sued if we get in trouble) are the 
board members. We all really are members of the 
organization. California has two choices: member 
corporations and non-member corporations. The way it’s set 
up now, all the rest of us (including the corporate officers; 
including the president) are technically associate members 
(below the level of the incorporation office they don’t care 
what we call our categories of membership, but the state’s 
term for people who are members of the organization but not 
members of the corporation is associate members). A person 
doesn’t become a member by voting for directors; directors 
have to be chosen by members. Either we leave it as is, or all 
of everybody would have to be required to vote on every 
decision that permanently affected the group (or at least have 
to be notified in writing before a vote could be taken). [Or 
our by-laws could be changed to have a whopping big board of 
directors, a larger sub-group. Had I vote I would vote NO.] 

—Ailflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

^ibgbom BiFFeivamces 

[To Lars:] Calontir is a great place, but it’s no utopia. 
I’ve seen only two things in Calontir which are significantly 
different than what I have seen elsewhere. First, we’ve got 
lucky so far in that the biggest jerks in the kingdom haven’t 
had the talent or connections to make it onto the throne—yet. 
Second, and possibly a related point, even the worst of 
enemies among the movers and shakers in the kingdom are 
civil to each other, can carry on a productive conversation, and 
even work together for the good of the kingdom. I’m sure 
these things exist elsewhere, but I’ve never seen another 
kingdom with both. 

—Kirk FitzDavid [Calontir] 

I went to an event in Calontir once, a long time ago. The 
tourney was at one place, the feast at another. In between, 
there was much car driving and traffic seeing. The tourney 
itself was in a church, second floor I believe, and in the gym. 
The revel, later that night, was at a private home (a third 
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place). But the people were great and I had a good time. I 
couldn’t tell the difference between our events and theirs if I 
shut off the externals. I have been back quite a few times. I 
still worry about what my boots did to that gym floor! 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

Lochac is a principality of the West. However, the subjects 
touched on when people speak of Kingdom differences are also 
relevant for Lochac as being different from the West 
Kingdom. Our differences are in customary practise, rather 
than in Law, as we are still subject to West Crown. Some of 
the differences are: When a new peer is recognised in ANY of 
the Orders, the candidate gets to swear fealty on the Great 
Sword of State unsheathed. (I loved it for my Pelican. It was 
very magical and “high alter” in an Arthurian sense. I swore 
fealty for my Laurel with my hands in King William’s, which 
was just as meaningful but less mysterious.) Some Pelicans 
and Laurels, including myself, wear a chain of some sort to 
signify fealty—mine is not plain linked—with the 
medallion/s dependent from it. Some of us are considering a 
chain with the medallions linked as part of it (like an S 
collar). Laurel wreaths on a fillet are rare here. The yellow 
leather and green leather belts with the peer’s device painted 
on the end are popular, but the colour not considered 
exclusive. Red leather belts are considered exclusive by 
many. Chains are NEVER worn by squires. The Laurel Circle 
publishes an address list within the Order and for Their 
Highnesses and Their Majesties. 

—Madelaine de Bourgogne [Lochac (West)] 

William the Lucky points out [in his response concerning 
toasts. Issue #12] that in his Kingdom they have virtually no 
Kingdom-level feast-type events. 

It occurs to me that herein may lie the fundamental differ¬ 
ences between Western and Eastern Rite views of the SCA. 

In the West (Mother of us all), a very high percentage of 
events, including most Kingdom events, are held outdoors as 
camping events; the locations in turn permit a much greater 
frequency of “fighter” oriented events—that is you can have 
lists, so you do. 

In the East (Bastard Daughter of Kali, Goddess of Internal 
Politics), a very high percentage of events are held indoors. 
This is a double-edged problem, because a) sites, especially for 
big Kingdom events, aren’t that easy to find and b) these sites 
often do not have grounds available for fighting. We habitu¬ 
ally divided events in the past into “fighting” (outdoor and 
almost NEVER camping) and “feast” (indoor, rarely with 
any fighting) events. And many “fighting events” including 
almost all Crown Tourneys, divide into the “field” half and 
the “hall” half. 

Perhaps this goes some way to account for why Eastern 
Arts and Service people, whose area of interest is often the in¬ 
side, and our fighters, out on the field somewhere, seem to 
have diverged into two sometimes unconnected camps. I 
know that in the last few years there has been a tendency to 
try and include a tourney at some traditionally “hall” type 
events like Coronation or Twelfth Night and that quite a few 
non-fighter types have been unhappy both because of the 
difficulty in finding suitable sites and because they see this as 


an encroachment on traditionally non-fighting events! 

If I’m making any sense at all (huh?), this could account 
for the Eastern Rite mind-set on What is the SCA?: we think 
more in terms of “hall” (Court/Palace). The Eastern Rite 
concepts might extend to other kingdoms where you also have 
bad weather that requires being inside where it is warm/air 
conditioned! 

—Geoffrey “Bish” d’Ayr of Montalban [East] 

Several readers have written and said “What do they mean 
by ‘Eastern Rite’?” I first heard the term from Duchess 
Melisande, in Atlantia. It refers to the differences in the 
fiber of life between those kingdoms which can trace their 
ancestry to the East Kingdom and those which are unrelated. 
By this, Meridies is not an “Eastern Rite” kingdom, no matter 
where Georgia is. 

I remember once a long time ago suggesting that a board 
meeting ought to be held on the East coast and a board mem¬ 
ber from Meridies (Atlanta) becoming pretty bristly when I 
eliminated Meridies as not being East. I meant East in the 
SCA sociological sense. Meridies is Aten veldt’s oldest child, 
and their ceremonies and traditions will (probably forever) 
be more linked to Atenveldt than to their neighbors in 
Atlantia and Calontir. 

For those younger in SCA years among us, your family 
tree runs like this: First the West begat the East, and the East 
begat the Middle. This all happened within the first few 
years. Then the West begat its second child, Atenveldt. For 
several years there were those four kingdoms—two Eastern 
and two Western (for the purposes of our current 
dichotomy). Atenveldt stretched from Arizona to Florida; it 
begat Meridies (#5). In a near-tie, the West begat its third 
child, Caid (#6) as Atenveldt released its second, Ansteorra 
(#7). Some time passed, and in another close period Atlantia 
became the East’s second (the SCA’s #8) and An Tir became 
the West’s fourth (#9). There was another long rest, when in 
a relative flurry of activity we came to twelve: Calontir was 
the Middle’s firstborn and the East’s first grandchild (#10), 
Meridies begat Trimaris (the first great-grandchild kingdom 
ever, and #11), and Atenveldt had its third, the Outlands 
(#12). You might chart this out for extra credit. Show it to 
your friends! 

Do the people in the Midrealm feel their Eastern heritage, 
or have things diverged in these many years? When 
Drachenwald becomes a kingdom, will their many military 
members from all the kingdoms have turned it into an SCA 
hybrid, or will it be Eastern? 

—AElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

In an early issue there was a discussion of where the “skaah” 
pronunciation of SCA came from. It came from East Lansing 
MI (barony of North Woods) in 1970, and originated a r a put- 
down from a science-fiction fan who disliked the way the 
Society was taking over science fiction fandom. He got it 
from die cover of a Marvel reprint comic displayed at the 
Balrog Bookstore. The cover showed a monster called 
(something like) “Skraah—the Thing that Would not Die” 
and with a small change he was applying it to the SCA. SCA 
people in North Woods picked it up and soon it spread 
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throughout the (then very small) Middle Kingdom. 

—Duke Finnvarr de Taahe [Middle] 

For those who are not aware, Lochac will be a kingdom in 
somewhere around two years. This saddens me as the cir¬ 
cumstances of our, so precipitately, reaching the point of 
inevitability were avoidable and due (he says writing very 
carefully) to what must be charitably called errors on the 
part of various persons. We have had one Knight hand back his 
chain over the issue, and I almost handed back my Pelican. At 
the same time we had the potential to lose up to a third of our 
membership in the Principality. As, currently. Chancellor of 
Lochac I cannot say any more and Ailflaed would almost 
certainly not publish it anyway. 

—Hrolf Herjolfssen [Lochac (West)] 

Since I have no idea what’s up, I can safely say that 1) You 
and I may get in trouble for my putting in this much, and 2) 
Just because a thing seems in advance to be a bad idea doesn’t 
mean it doesn’t turn out well. I remember some people on the 
border of Calontir who once begged me not to approve the 
kingdom petition as it was, because they wanted to stay in the 
Middle. A year later one of them came to me and said that as 
it turned out they were having a great time in Calontir, and 
were glad I had not been able to accommodate them in the 
first place. There are people who didn’t want the Outlands to 
become a kingdom who observed the parent kingdom’s doings 
from time to time over those first few years and said “Hey— 
glad it’s not us!” 

If it’s a question which can be answered without creating 
grief, what could cause it to be past the point of stalling on 
kingdom status? 

—aelflaED [for enquiring TW minds 
who probably have no business knowing] 

T]R3n?ai> 

If you haven’t travelled enough lately, consider Tasmania! 
Ynys Fawr will become a barony and host a war all at the 
same time, July 9-11. More information will appear in the 
next issue of ThinkWelL Oh ye of Northern Lands, if you tire 
of home and the same old events, you could have a roaring-fire 
in the fireplace, cabins in the wilderness, exotic SCA 
vacation! 

If you can’t wait for more information, contact Hrolf at 
61-02-294750 or the autocrat, Martin (Alex Trewes) on 
email: u883161@postoffice.utas.edu.au. 

pno\?incejs on big jswne# 

In answer to our Bishop and Martyr, being in Lochac is a 
compelling reason to become a Barony. The distances in¬ 
volved are so large that Royal visits are infrequent and there 
is a local need for a royal presence. We also need some sort of 
figurehead other than a mere bureaucrat. No group in Lochac 
has suffered from becoming a barony, although some (and this 
is simply the personal opinion of an outsider and not a criti¬ 
cism of the gentles involved) have had severe problems by 


passing up the opportunity when it first arose. I suppose it is 
trite to say that “there is a time in the affairs of men...” and 
if the group does not grasp the nettle, then they will 
eventually lose from it. 

—Hrolf Herjolfssen [Lochac (West)] 

Tly^a LIMITjS on ©TOOHjS 

ATTENTION current and future royalty: The board seems 
to have just approved/suggested (I don’t know exactly what 
the board minutes will say yet) that landed barons and 
baronesses may be considered officers and warranted. It 
sounds okay, maybe, until you remember that warrants have 
beginning and ending dates. IF your kingdom is not yet 
involved in term limits, and if they don’t want to 
accidentally become involved through the actions of 
inexperienced royalty and officers, don t use warrants . If 
your kingdom has already gone to that system for whatever 
reasons, and if you’re satisfied with it, then warrants might 
make such things easier to keep up with. My personal self 
shudders at the thought, and I hope our kingdom resists for 
all time, but I bring the whole thing up because it does seem a 
slippery slope others might not notice. 

—iElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

I think the idea of term limits on landeds would be nothing 
less than disastrous. I’ve learned via a throne’s-eye-view 
perspective that every political subdivision has its own 
endemic geo-poli strengths and weaknesses. Any general 
blanket clause would be an invitation to massive pretender¬ 
politicking and a mortal salvo to areas that are flourishing 
under strong and capable leadership. 

Considering how RARE a bloodless transference of 
baronial power is these days, wouldn’t we be opening 
ourselves up to a whole slew of new problems? 

—Dietrich von Vogelsang [Caid] 

LOTB6B TITI>e3 

I don’t think that the royal peerages are “landed.” They 
are indeed of territorial origin, but the title “Viscount” or 
“Duchess” or whatever is recognized throughout the SCA, 
and means the same everywhere. A duke from one kingdom 
may move to another, and remains a duke. More importantly, 
he still has the prestige and social force that come with the 
rank. On the other hand, a king who moved to another 
kingdom would probably (in my opinion) have to abdicate— 
at least, if the kingdom has a residency requirement in its 
laws. 

A viscountess outranks a knight on the order of precedence 
everywhere. But a Lady of the Edelweis (an honor bestowed 
with the viscounty from Drachenwald, if I understand 
correctly) is much more likely to be recognized in 
Drachenwald than in, say, Caid. I was indeed surprised to hear 
that the Middle did not include “foreign” viscounties in their 
O.P. That I find astonishing. Is it still true? Caid has always 
included them. What of other kingdoms? 

—Eowyn Amberdrake [Caid] 
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Eowyn 9 as queen I had land. As a countess I have no land. I 
figure that’s the real meaning of “landedness”; you’re right. 

—^Eiflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

Don Tivar Moondragon of Aosteorra announces 
that his Lady wife has borne a daughter, 

Briony Elisabeth, 
on December 16! 


On the way to our Midwinter feast I was telling my kids to 
remember to stay out of people’s stuff, to be very polite and 
to bow to the king and queen. Then I realized there would be 
several such folk, and I said, “There will be lots of kings and 
queens there. Well, they’re not real kings and queens, but in 
the SCA they’re pretending to be, like we’re pretending to be 
people from castle-days.” Realizing my explanation was 
getting lame, I trailed off. Marty, a month shy of his fourth 
birthday, sat up and said, “You mean it’s just a gameV 

“Yeah.” 

“And we’re going to keep on playing it for years and years 
and years!?” 

His six-year-old brother took up the task of breaking this 
news to him. He said, “That’s right, Marty! Sometimes we 
even sleep with the game!” 

Ain’t THAT the truth! 

—ALlflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

There is a saying among those of the Christian persuasion: 
“the laborer is worthy of his hire.” It seems ridiculous to me 
that we should arbitrate recognition of the skills or 
achievements of an artisan, simply because they are good 
enough at their craft to make a living from it. We should be 
doing rather the opposite, in fact. 

And please let me put myself on record as being 
completely supportive of Keilyn’s comments on sanctioning 
the sale of mundane junk at SCA events. I think the Society 
could do well without yet another merchant hawking 
airbrush fantasy t-shirts, occult paraphernalia, gaming 
supplies or Harley-Davidson jeweliy. Unfortunately, the 
only way to discourage the sale of such is not support them 
(i.e. don’t buy). It always chagrins me to see some poor 
unsuspecting newbie who’s just been sold pentagrams, a 
plaster of paris armorial plaque, or other junk. Poor lambs. 

—Johannes the Black of the Athanor [Meridies] 

F 66^66 

Istvan asks if it is wrong to refuse The short answer, from 
this quarter, is a pretty emphatic “no.” There are all sorts of 
legitimate reasons for not accepting the rank and title. The 
tricky part is in getting folks to gracefully accept the fact 
that you’ve said no thanks without having to go into the 
reasons why (which are, after all, nobody’s business 
ultimately but your own). If you do take the brass ring, then 


yes, by all means, it is indeed a responsibility to wear the 
regalia well and embody the ideals which the position 
represents. 

—^Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

Istvan Kostka asks: “If it is true that kings only recognize 
peers, not make them, then why should one accept the regalia 
and responsibility if one is already a peer?” The answer seems 
clear: part of being a peer is a sense of responsibility. If one is 
“already a peer” one cannot turn away from the 
responsibility just because it will sometimes be inconvenient 
to be recognized as such (which is what the regalia principally 
does for you). But it is not wrong to decline a peerage; indeed, 
it would be wrong to accept if one is sure that it is not 
deserved. In my opinion this applies primarily towards the 
behavioural aspects of being a peer, rather than to the skills 
expected. It is difficult to justify the argument that one’s 
skill is insufficient. If you are an expert, then your skill is 
sufficient; if you are not an expert, then you should be willing 
to accept the opinion of the experts who are members of the 
Order—whose expert opinion is that your skill is sufficient. 1 

—William the Lucky [West] 

So 9 two knights have advised someone it’s fine to refuse a 
peerage. William finally got around to a considerable 
paradox. There’s another one, though, that I’ve heard 
Gunwaldt cite when people ask him such a question. 

One of the requirements of peerage is showing respect for 
the Crown. To turn down an offer of any award or gift from 
the Crown would be to say to the King and Queen that they 
don’t know what they’re doing. It runs the risk of insulting 
them or embarrassing them. If the Crown were to make such a 
“mistake” in public (to have elevated one who wasn’t quite 
“ripe”) the best service that person could do would be to 
avoid shaming the Crown in their own court, accept the 
award, and then work hard and fast to become such a good peer 
that the king and queen would never discover their mistake! 

As William has pointed out, though, this only works with 
people who are capable of understanding honor and self- 
improvement—not those who really aren t ready or qualified 
to be peers. 

I disagree with Edward about whether it’s anyone else’s 
business. Imagine if you were king and offered someone a 
peerage after much careful thought, and right in front of 
hundreds of people he said (in however flowery a fashion) 
“no thanks.” It’s at least the king’s business, and then the 
peers will want to know, and the incident would go down as a 
part of history, so people would ask each other, and you, and 
the guy who was king, for at least 25 years; maybe more. But 
a person could refuse a peerage... 

— JE Iflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

Peerage is a mighty touchy subject. Some of us lesser folk 
fear them, yet want desperately to be one. Some of us despise 
them, but wouldn't turn peerage down it it were offered. 


1 Can you teU that I have been through this discussion with a couple of 
prospective peers over the years? Somehow it is the candidates whose 
elevation was a mistake who never doubt their worthiness. 
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Others just don’t care. I think we should ask ourselves WHY 
do we want to be peers and answer ourselves honestly. 

I’ve thought on this subject some and have come to the 
conclusion that sometimes I think I’d like to be a peer, a 
Pelican to be exact. I have also decided that I really am not 
ready to be one and probably never will be. Too many times 
folks only see how wonderful it would be to be called 
Mistress So and So, and to take associates. However, I realize 
that after the ceremony and short honeymoon comes the 
forever. You are FOREVER a peer. People will expect the 
darnedest things from you at the most inopportune times. 
They’ll forget that you have real lives, water heaters that 
break, and mothers-in-law coming to visit. When you say yes 
to being a peer (should you be asked), please remember what 
lies ahead for you—a marriage to the SCA that can only be 
severed by leaving it behind. 

So to sum it all up: Better to stay behind the scenes 
working at what I enjoy than to be thrust into the limelight 
and have everyone point a finger at me should something I’m 
working on screw up big time. 

—Sine nic Donnchaich [Meridies] 

VM 0HD6R at tl)t F6LICOT 

I would like to second Melisande’s analysis of why there 
might be fewer Pelican candidates than for other orders— 
there are simply fewer jobs to do. And frankly, within the 
available jobs, there are a diverse range of requirements. (And 
I’m emphatically NOT suggesting creating more jobs!!!) But 
Bill-Bob, who works hard and might be a Pelican candidate 
someday, just isn’t a good idea for exchequer if you know that 
he can’t balance his checkbook to save his life. In fact, if you 
aren’t pretty bureaucratically-minded, most of the offices 
really aren’t for you. And it’s even harder to get recognized 
for the non-office service (Lars’ mule analogy works nicely!) 
Speaking as someone who has occasionally felt caught in this 
situation. I’d be interested to hear how other kingdoms deal. 

—Keilyn FitzWarin [Atlantia] 

Eowyn’s pondering of the options for pursuits by extant 
Pelicans echoes my own. There is a world of things to be done 
out there, as she mentions, and I’ve never lacked for something 
to do. Rather the opposite.... 

—Johannes the Black of the Athanor [Meridies] 

To Lars Vilhjalmsson: Although I do not like the term, in 
Lochac "‘mules’’ have become Pelicans. Their efforts are often 
more important to the success of events, and thus to the 
enjoyment of the general populace, than the work of the 
“black belt bureaucrats.” Likewise, the “cheerleaders” may 
inspire, but without the base work that has been put in, the 
show ponies have nothing to work from. By the way, I am a 
cross between black belt and cheerleader, depending on need. 
When our first such worker-Pelican was proposed, there was a 
unanimous “yes” from the birds at the meeting. It all seemed 
so obvious that this person really was a Peer. The discussion 
was not difficult at all, in fact there was less discussion than 
I have ever heard on a candidate, there was just a succession of 
words and praise. 

—Hrolf Herjolfssen [Lochac (West)] 


As much as I love what Lars writes, I’m extremely 
uncomfortable with the “mule” category, and I’m afraid that 
its existence and furtherance does damage to the Order of the 
Pelican. I wish that just by asking nicely I could get Lars to 
take it back or to rephrase, at least 

I’ve said it once before, but in our kingdom, in contrast to 
the other peerages, the pelicans as a group are a sharp bunch 
who think fast and work well with people. 

Once years ago I was involved when someone was 
discussed favorably, and one of the things stated was “He’s 
always moving chairs.” This was taken out of context and 
used later as an example of a stupid thing to consider—that if 
all a person did was move stuff around they shouldn’t be a 
Pelican. I agree totally. The “always moving” statement 
was made, though, because the person already was a royal peer 
and didn’t have to move any chairs ever again if he didn’t want 
to! It was said, in the context of the conversation, to indicate 
an eagerness to do the physical jobs required to prepare sites 
for the others. Most of the people involved in that 
conversation understood that we were making a light label to 
represent an ability and willingness to do anything and 
everything that needed to be done, and the idea that he was 
generous with his time and abilities, and reliable, and a good 
“physical plant” manager, but it “went on record” in some 
people’s minds as a peerage given for moving chairs. Too bad. 

Is this what is meant by the “m” word? Or is it worse—is 
it an indicator of scorn for people who are base and not too 
bright, like mules, or who are not famous for looking good, 
like mules, or who are stubborn, like mules? Mules do not 
represent greatness in any way. 

—iElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

As for criteria for being a Pelican in general, I always heard 
that it was defined as “service beyond sanity.” 

A nasty rumor circulated a couple years ago that 
everything that needed to be done had been done, so the Order 
of the Pelican should be closed. Eeek! 

I think that if someone makes a fundamental contribution 
to the well-being of the SCA, that qualifies. But I guess the 
big question is what scope do you use? Service to the Society 
as a whole? Service to your kingdom? Service to your group? 
At what degree and over how much time? Boy, peerages are 
really confusing! 

—Garlanda de S tanas [Middle] 

Speaking as a Pelican who has never been a Great Officer 
(ithough I have been a deputy), I have to disagree with Istvan 
Kostka. I want to see service “above and beyond,” and for a 
Great Officer, that means doing an exemplary job for a 
significant period of time, not just doing an adequate job for 
one term. By the same token, I would not recommend some¬ 
one for a Pelican who had autocratted one event, no matter 
how well it was done. I want to see consistent service that is 
greater than what was expected for the task at hand. 

—Tivar Moondragon [Ansteorra] 

My usual argument on “Who deserves a Pelican’ runs like 
this: If someone holds a Kingdom Principality or Regional 
office with brilliance and distinction, they should of course 
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be considered. But so would the person who inherits an 
Augean Stable and no pushbroom and manages to struggle 
through the morass, clean most of it up and not get too 
awfully dirty. You don’t have to be in a Big Office to be 
considered, either. Sometimes duration of service in smaller 
venues is as important for its continuity and consistent 
quality as is the Kingdom Whatsit 

I don’t by any means think that the Pelican should be used 
as a reward for place-holding (taking an office and doing noth¬ 
ing, but with great grace) nor as a reward for going quietly so 
the Crown can put in somebody they-like/who-is-competent 
I don’t think the Pelican is a longevity present, either. Just 
“being” for a long time and being popular isn’t a quali¬ 
fication. I can think of several pelicans given in the East that 
for the life of me I could not understand, except that the 
recipient had everything else and some Crown wanted them to 
have a complete set! 

—Geoffrey d’Ayr of Montalban [East] 

Guess I’ve got almost unattainable standards here—and 
will probably be bashed by no small number of people for 
voicing my opinion. My personal motto is (much to the de¬ 
light of some of my fellows) “Service Beyond Sanity”— 
needless to say mine is questioned with amazing regularity. 
Bish sounds like a man after my own heart, as I too am the 
very soul of tact (but by no means the only one in the 
Meridian Circle). It has even been suggested on more than one 
occasion that I petition the College of Heralds to change my 
name to Rhiannon the Rabid. 

I feel that elevation is step one, and the responsibility of 
the peerage is to continue to do whatever it was that got you 
recognized in the first place. For me that means I continue to 
teach, autocrat, make feasts, mop floors, hold offices and yes 
(though someone in the Circle is going to have a fit if he reads 
this) wash dishes. I feel strongly that peers are not made, 
they’re recognized. I further think that recognition places a 
ges on the individual elevated to continue to serve as an 
example to the populace. But it is up to you whether you 
choose to serve as a good or bad example. I was taught from 
my infancy in the SCA that the peers are the people you look 
up to and emulate. Well, much as I hate to admit it, there are 
peers out there I wouldn’t want anyone to emulate! The 
Pelican in Meridies is the smallest of the three peerages, and I 
definitely agree with lots of your commentors that it is the 
most difficult to define. Service, in one form or another is a 
requirement of all orders of the peerage, so how do you define 
just how much service is required to be elevated to a service 
order? Tough question, very tough. I don’t have the answer— 
wish I did. I’m like Aidward in that I use a “gut-check” 
system to. I’ll definitely wait with bated breath to see how 
this discussion goes. 

—Rhiannon of the Isle [Merid’es] 

Between “Pelicans” and “Apprentices” here I’ll squeeze 
in the announcement that I’ve taken a student. Lady Helena 
the Fortunate. The original discussion was on Pelican- 
matters, but I prefer to take a student as a “Pelaurel”; the 
belt is gold and we’re using the term “apprentice.” 

—/Elflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 


nei^TionysMP of umiGfiT 

TO jSQtmte, etc. 

I was struck by a comment made by Sir Lars in issue #13. 
While I agree with the need for prospective squires to possess 
a rigorous ethical regimen, sense of responsibility and 
desire/capability to attain peerage, his reference to Sir Ben’s 
quote (THERE NEVER WAS A GOOD KNIFE MADE OF 
BAD STEEL) kind of gave me the willies* 

What is your definition? Certainly, any candidate lacking 
in the most basic personal chivalric matrix is to be avoided at 
all costs* But do you only squire Toledo steel? If the Society 
has taught me anything (from my own distant squiring days), 
it’s that there’s a great deal of intrinsic joy in smoothing out 
the “rough edges”; I would also submit that some of our 
greatest contributors did not start out in a state of hieratic 
couthness. Is there really a challenge for a knight in taking on 
totally self-actualized individuals? Do we just opt for the 
highest human metallurgy out there, or do we take a gamble? 

—Herzog Dietrich von Vogelsang (Caid) 1 

I choose my squires by friendship and the promise I see in 
them as being useful to the Society. (There are people out 
there saying, “Gee, John has a lot of Mends....”) The only 
holding oath we make to each other is to help the kingdom, 
the household, and anyone who need assistance, and to try and 
act with honor and good faith. Teaching, learning, good deeds, 
etc., all fall under the “help” category. I have been fortunate 
to have six squires knighted. Each one, I am firmly convinced, 
would have made it on his own. They went out and studied, 
sweated, and worked. I pointed the way every once in a while, 
but they earned it I see very few peers who are carbon copies 
of someone else. Most are individuals. That doesn’t mean 
there wasn’t a loved one or Mend gently hinting that certain 
behavior or attitudes couldn’t be improved on. It does mean 
that, like the mundane world, things usually go to those who 
persevere. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

/®iflaed comments that relationships can vary considerably 
from person to person. I’d strengthen that a bit further— 
even specific relationships vary a great deal with time. When 
I took on my apprentices, they were both fairly new and I 
wasn’t a Laurel yet. (Non-peers taking associates is fairly 
normal in these parts.) Almost every conversation had at 
least a few instances of “You haven’t seen...?” or “Oh, I have 
to show you this source” or “I haven’t introduced you to...?” 
(generally followed by dragging them over to the person in 
question for introductions). 

Nowadays, our relationship is a much more “peer” one— 
I’m not so much teaching them as working with them. Indeed, 
I’d say that the general flow of teaching at this point is from 
them to me, what with him teaching me heraldry, her teaching 
me theatre, and both of them teaching me really obscure and 
arcane modem mathematics... 


* Dietrich is a knight and a duke and writes well. Other information will 
be presented to you as I leam it! 
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As with JE Iflaed’s marriage analogy, growth and flexi- 
bility are essential in the long run. 

—Justin du Coeur [East] 

As background, let me state that I am protege to His 
Grace, Master Eliahu ben Itzhak. I’ve been a squire’s wife and 
now, as a knight’s wife, I also have a special relationship to 
his squires. As a protege, the fact that Duke Eli believes in me 
enough to share his honor with me makes me feel committed, 
inadequate, overjoyed, amazed and responsible. I look at my 
many flaws and can’t believe he finds me worthy. But 
knowing his belief and support deepens my own courage and 
strength when I face bigger, more challenging tasks. We dis¬ 
cuss the pros and cons of different ways to deal with 
problems, yet he always helps me make up my mind without 
doing it for me. We discuss the philosophical parameters of 
the SCA—like '‘just that is the Queen’s job, anyway?”—as 
well as concrete things like how to dance without having 
your coronet fall off. As a knight’s wife, I find that there are 
special areas where I can help Finn’s squires better than he can, 
as there are things they need help with but are afraid will 
disappoint him if he knows. It’s funny—they don’t want to 
feel stupid in front of him; I like being a protege because there 
is someone I’m not afraid to be stupid to. Overall, I’d have to 
say that the pleasure of Finn’s squires’ company has balanced 
out some of the nasty parts of being a peer’s wife. 

—Garlanda de Stanas [Middle] 

I’m glad Garlanda mentioned sharing honor, because I came across 
the following article, which I wrote in 1991 and submitted to the 
Outlandish Herald, but for one reason and another it didn't see 
print at that time. 

siuTOaB ftonon 

Is “honor” subjective, so that you get to define your own? 
Do you have the right to judge others by your definition? If 
you check the dictionary it will have definitions of all sorts, 
from heraldry to golf, but here are two I’d like for you to 
consider: “Personal integrity maintained without legal or 
other obligation,” 1 and “A keen sense of ethical conduct: 
INTEGRITY.” 2 These are the closest I found to the defini¬ 
tions useful in peers’ circles when people’s “honor and 
chivalry” are being considered. 

If you consider your honor much, you probably weigh it 
relative to other people’s. Are you more honorable than 
most? Than half? Than all? How do you decide? Some people 
base their self-perception of their honor and integrity on their 
truthfulness, others on their reliability, or on their loyalty to 
their friends. Once you have your own definition of honor, 
what’s the honorable thing to do with it? 

The more involved you become in the Society, the more 
often you’ll be called on to apply your understanding of 
honor to actual situations. Sometimes the best way to give 
advice is just to ask questions. If, in the throes of a 


1 American Heritage Dictionary 

2 Webster’s New CoUegiate Dictionary 


frustrating personal or political situation, a friend of yours 
expresses the wish or plan to do something that strikes you as 
dishonorable, perhaps just saying “Is there something more 
honorable you could do?” would be enough of a reminder to 
cause an improvement in the situation. This may be someone 
whose honor you feel a need to protect, either through 
friendship, service (squire to knight, peer to king) or 
responsibility (teacher to student, peer to aspirant, baron to 
officer). You might best serve the situation by saying “Don’t 
do anything which will touch on your own honor,” or “Don’t 
let your anger at someone else’s dishonor become your own 
dishonor.” 

The relationships used as examples above can very often 
cause people to share in one another’s honor in a way that is 
occasionally spoken in an oath but rarely discussed otherwise. 
If a squire sees his knight behave dishonorably and does noth¬ 
ing, is he not then sharing that di shonor? If a husband or wife 
ignores lying or theft in the spouse, is the dishonor then 
community property? If a king or baron knows an officer is 
shirking his office and lying to cover the disservice, and if he 
does nothing, is he more at fault than the bad officer himself? 

What if, however secretly, you’re thinking “But if 
everyone else is dishonorable and I remain honorable, I’ll 
look that much better!” If you have the clear and easy 
opportunity to point out to them the loss they stand in danger 
of suffering and you consciously choose not to help, do you 
all lose the same degree of “goodness”? 

I believe it is a duty and a privilege for me to remind my 
closest friends that honor is more important than revenge or 
the venting of one’s spleen. The more I can surround myself 
with people who consider their honor and integrity when 
making decisions, the easier it is to consider my own. 

—JElflxd of Duckford [Outlands] 

ivoMOTce Aiee.T 

THE INTEREST IN A “CHIVALRIC RENAISSANCE” 

Partly in response to Elflaed’s kind review of Chronique #2 
(Knightly Orders and Tournament Societies) and in part to 
try to describe a movement I have seen within the SCA, I 
offer this new topic and some analysis. 

Over the last few years, I have begun to perceive an increas¬ 
ing number of people, usually very experienced SCA combat¬ 
ants, whose interest in historical chivalry has prompted 
reasonably serious amateur research and re-enactments in 
more authentic styles. The results of this interest and of their 
research can be seen in a variety of period-format tournaments 
that have taken place over the last two years, and in the prolif¬ 
eration of various bands of knightly combatants who have 
bound themselves together to foster attitudes of chivalry and 
to encourage authenticity. 

The appearance of this “movement” begs some important 
questions for those concerned with SCA philosophy and 
practice: 

—Why have these groups come into being—almost at the 
same time and in diverse kingdom cultures? 

—What draws these people together and what do these 
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groups/activities contribute to or detract from the 
SC A as a whole? 

—How will these groups interact within SCA structures? 
These are, of course, only a few of the important questions. I 
cannot hope to answer them in this essay, but I can shed some 
light to summarize the known activities so far and put 
forward some crude analysis attempting a start at some of the 
above questions. 

MANIFESTATIONS 

Period Tournaments: The interest in period tournament 
styles has taken place across the known world. In the East (or 
Atlantia, I s m not certain exactly where) there have been two 
tournaments in the past year and a half—a pas d’armes in the 
15th century style (to my knowledge not held within the 
SCA) 1 and a King-Rene style tourney. In the Midrealm there 
was a pas d’armes with barrier combat (held in Chicago) and a 
King-Rene style tournament. Here in the West I and the 
Company of Saint George recently held a pas d’armes with 
barriers and counted blows to see how the format worked and 
what needed to be done to open this tournament style to a 
wider audience. 

Last summer Will McLean wrote an excellent article, 
published in 77, that detailed some of his research and 
experiences working in these styles. The article has proven 
fairly influential and very popular. Alys Gardner, AKA Dr. 
Elizabeth Bennett (editor of 77), has contributed remarkably 
to the information available by her excellent translation of 
King Rene’s Tournament Book, a 15th century treatise that 
guided both the “a la Rene” style tournaments mentioned 
above. Perceiving a gap in the forums available to those 
interested in more period tournament, I have begun the 
journal Chronique which, although only up to issue #3, seems 
to be proving successful. 

Alternative Organization: Several groups have organized 
themselves along more authentic lines, spurning the 
“household” organizational mode. Although in reality many 
of these groups will indeed function like traditional SCA 
households, there seems to be a new chivalric energy brought 
forward. Precedents can be found in the various knightly 
orders of the 14th and 15th centuries such as the Order of the 
Garter, the Order of the Golden Fleece, etc. Tournament 
Societies, popular in Germany during the same period, were 
bands of nobles loosely bound together for both political and 
competitive purposes. These groups have also provided part 
of the template. 

Among the groups I have heard of, there are many and I 
think that they will offer a colorful new show of chivalric 
spirit that can serve to remind us of the real intent behind 
tourneying. The “Tenans of Northshield” are one such 
group—a mix of knights and their squires who have bound 
themselves together into a tournament team. To my 
understanding they emphasize the 15th century, have livery 
identifying themselves which includes a part of each of their 


1 Editor breaks in on behalf of nervous seneschals everywhere: To say it 
was in the East is vague (there’s a mundane “the East”) but to say 
“Atlantia” is to name an SCA subdivision, so either it was in the SCA or it 
wasn’t in Atlantia. Excuse the interruption. 


devices, and have worked hard to build an interest in 
authenticity in the Middle Kingdom. Another group, whose 
name I do not know, is in Chicago. Mr. Doug Strong (editor 
of the armourer’s journal Lorica) is a part of this group— 
which made matching pignosed-helmets, armour and livery 
for the recent Minneapolis Rene Tourney. 

On the East coast a new group, the Company of St. 
Michael, has recently begin to bring themselves together. 
They told me that they were heavily influenced by Chronique 
#2 (to my delight), and that they were interested in creating a 
charter based on historical examples an holding a King Rene 
style tournament at the behest of the Eastern Majesty. 

I have it on report that there is a group of knights in An 
Tir who have also bound themselves together, but I have as 
yet no details on this. I am a member of a pan-kingdom 
company, The Company of Saint George, with members here 
in the West and in Caid. Our goal is to foster a more authentic 
appearance for tourneyers and to emphasize the chivalric 
spirit over more mundane conceptions of victory. We have 
printed a booklet (available for $3+$l shipping) that 
describes the company, our charter and our goals. 

I have also heard that His Grace, Sir Brion Taragon intends 
to hold a Pas at the upcoming Estrella war, also based upon 
the recent literature available in Tl and Chronique . 

Analysis: In each of the above efforts, there is something of a 
revival of the chivalric spirit that seems to draw experienced 
knights and their households towards something a little 
different than what we usually experience in the SCA. 

It is easy to identify several elements of dissatisfaction— 
the general low level of authenticity that gnaws at the SCA’s 
reputation, the politicalization of peerages and of the 
tournament field, and a sense of diverse beliefs concerning the 
chivalric idea. I cannot speak for others engaged in this effort 
at a “chivalric renaissance,” but I believe that these efforts 
are aimed at constructively channelling both the feeling of 
dissatisfaction and the romantic spirit of chivalry together 
into something that can serve as a reminder to ourselves and 
others why indeed we engage in the SCA. 

JE Iflaed comments in her review that she doubts the 
effectiveness of such groups in achieving our stated goals, and 
yet I think that they will add a new element of authenticity 
which might enhance the chivalric spirit I believe to be so 
important to our activities. There is indeed a danger, as she 
warns, because “elitism is in the eye of the beholder.” While 
this is true, I cannot believe that if these efforts are inspired 
by a genuine, sincere, and faithful belief in the chivalric spirit, 
that they will fail. Sincerity is a key issue here—as individual 
renown is build on the perceptions of those around you, so the 
renown of a particular group of knightly combatants will be 
determined by their own actions. It is incumbent upon them 
to see that the virtue of humility is strongly regarded by the 
membership, and that they strive to bring others into the 
chivalric fold rather than to claim any monopoly on knightly 
conduct. 

I have in the past referred to this technique as “chivalry by 
example,” and I still believe it to be the most important 
thing that we do in the Society. Whether individuals choose 
to sculpt their examples on their own or in the company of 
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others would be their choice. In any case, they will bear the 
resulting reputation from their actions and the honor that 
others accord to them. 

If indeed those involved with such movements are driven 
by a sincere, perceivable interest in the chivalric spirit, then I 
think they will be remarkably successful. The dangers faced 
by such groups are the same as those faced by the individual 
combatants, albeit on a larger scale. However, if they are 
successful then they may bring real treasures to the Society. 

If there are those who have an interest in this phenomenon, 
or would like to contact me directly for further information 
on period tournaments, the Company of Saint George or of 
these groups in general, or the journal Chronique, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at the address below: 

Brian R. Price, 1134 Tamalpais Place, Hayward CA 94542, 
(510) 888-1405. 

I have never sworn fealty because I view myself, regardless 
of my title, as a harmless peasant. As such, I regard my King's 
word as law, so if he tells me to do something, I will do my 
best No oath is required. 

I have served as confidant/toady/what-have-you to two 
reigns, and thus empowered, felt that it would be my 
responsibility, should I take issue with Their Majesties, to 
say “er, Your Majesty, perhaps you would consider a 
different course of action,” rather than "‘Yes, Your Majesty.” 
Sometimes one can best serve by disagreeing. However, if the 
monarch in question chose to disregard my concerns, then I 
would be obliged, as one in fealty, to abide by that decision. 

—Istvan Kostka [Calontir] 

Alys said she stopped swearing fealty because of some dorky 
monarchs. But she never stopped doing the things that made 
her a peer. I can certainly understand that. There have been a 
few times where I almost took my knight's chain and flung it 
at the feet of the Crown. It would have been theatrical, but 
all it would have really accomplished would have been to 
separate myself from the process. Alys is also right in saying 
the some serve best as gadflies and outsiders. I think I serve 
best as a gadfly and an insider. Different blows for different 
Joes. 

I have to swear fealty. It's built into my beliefs. Also 
built into my beliefs is the possibility that the loyal populace 
has the right to drag from the throne and bum at die stake any 
tyrant that sits as a despot My Knighthood and Pelican came 
from the hands of the King and Queen. The very being of that 
honor lives in my heart as the idea that if I (and others) don't 
support the Crown, our system, awards, and orders will fall 
into the dust. I also hold just as true the idea that if I (and 
others) don't support the populace our system, awards, and 
orders will fall into the dust. The Crown and Populace are 
owed my fealty. They believe in the system...then the system 
works. I could never operate against them unless I’ve paid my 
dues by supporting them. Thus, I swear fealty. There may 
come a time when I must act as an agent against the Crown. If 
that time comes, I hope I have built enough surplus in faithful 
service to be trusted in my actions. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 


I strongly disagree with Lars 5 and Edward’s contention 
that “the Fealty is sworn to the Crown, not necessarily the 
organic cushion on which it sits.” I’ve heard this said by many 
others over many years, and I can’t accept it 

Who swears the oath, the belt/office/barony, or the organic 
cushion (you)? If you, the person with a soul, honor, and a 
mouth to swear with, are the entity that swears, then they, the 
people with a soul, honor, and ears to hear with, accept it. 
And if you're not the entity that swears it, then what’s the 
point of saying “by my honor” or “by my belt and chain,” or 
even calling it “my oath” or “my fealty”? 

Furthermore, who swears the return oath? Fealty is not an 
oath, but an exchange of oaths. I believe that those two 
people swear to treat me with honor as their vassal. I’m not 
asking the vague idea of “the Crown” to treat the vague idea 
of “the Peerage” fairly; I expect them to treat me fairly. It 
follows that if they swear one side of it as people, then I must 
swear the other side as a person. 

No circlet of gold ever gave a command, led an army, held a 
court, or needed service. Neither did the abstraction that is 
“the Crown of Ansteorra.” What is the meaning of an oath 
of fealty except to a sovereign 1 who can give commands? (I 
have the same argument with people who send memos 
addressed “From the desk of...” Your desk doesn’t send me 
memos; you do. And the Crown doesn’t rule the kingdom, the 
King and Queen do.) 

In our period, the idea of service to an abstraction was not 
current—oaths were sworn to individuals. They didn’t think 
of the King as just the “organic cushion” under the Crown. 
He was, well the King. Even nuns did not commit themselves 
to “the Church”; they were “brides of Christ.” 

Suppose that someone stole the royal Crowns, thrones, 
banners, and all other regalia. Who holds your oath—the 
thief who actually holds the piece of metal we call a Crown, 
or the warrior who won the right to it and who swore to treat 
you with honor? 

The oath requires us to help the king with an inferior plan, 
or to defend a tactically foolish position, if that’s the plan he 
decided on, but it does not require dishonor. 

You ought to obey your lord in all things profitable or 
honourable to him, not in those that will do him harm. 
Thus, if he should command you to do some deed of 
treachery, not only are you not bound to do it, but you 
are bound not to do it—both for your own sake and in 
order not to minister to the shame of your lord. 

Baldesar Castiglione, 

The Book of the Courtier , 1528. 

I have been commanded by my fealty to do stupid things 
often. Only once was I commanded to do a dishonorable 
thing. The king, having lost his temper on the melee field, 
was ignoring the marshal’s “Hold.” I was one of the 
marshals, and when the king said, “Let me go; I’m gonna kill 


1 I will not quibble over the SCA’s ludicrous distortion of the word 
“sovereign” here. Assume that, for purposes of this article alone, 
“sovereign” equals “liege” equals “king and/or queen” equals “them two 
people over there—not their clothes or their jewelry or their furniture or 
their banners, just them two folks.” 
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him,” none of us let go. He was forced off the field by four 
men, all in fealty to him. Nobody, including that king, 
thought this a violation of fealty. Fealty means loyalty, not 
slavery. (Yes, it really does; look it up.) I can be loyal to a 
leader I disagree with. I cannot be “loyal” to a bit of metal. 

There is no circlet of gold in the world worth as much as 
one human being. The worst person ever to sit the throne is 
still a finer monarch than an empty ring of metal. I will 
swear to a foolish king; I will not swear to King Log, or to a 
Crown. 

—Robin of Gilwell [Ansteorraj 

When I swear fealty, I do so not to the person on the throne, 
but to what they represent. An SCA officer is like an officer 
in the armed services. I owe them duty and obedience not 
because they are beautiful people (they often are not—you 
should have met one of my colonels), but because they repre¬ 
sent my Sovereign. In the SCA this becomes a representation 
of the Society as a whole (I hesitate to use “the Dream” as an 
expression here). This means that even my SCA Sovereign is 
also in service to a higher ideal. 

Despite my oaths, or perhaps because of them, if I see 
actions I regard as being harmful to my kingdom, then I must 
act, regardless of who is in the way and what hat they wear 
This is true not only of the Crown, but especially of their 
officers. 

I realise that this is a fairly egotistical statement, to 
imply that I know what is best for the kingdom, but all of us 
can only act from what we believe is right. If I am wrong, it 
is likely that my endeavours will not receive support and 
will fail. Mind you this can happen even if you are right and 
just unpalatable. Neither my religion nor my personal 
philosophy will allow me to act in any other way. This does 
not imply that I cannot be convinced of the error of my ways; 
I hope that I am always open to argument. 

—Hrolf Herjolfssen [Lochac (West)] 

During the course of my mundane life I have sworn a 
variety of oaths. Discounting those of a vulgar and hopefully 
non-binding nature (and perhaps even some of them) they have 
all been made in deadly earnest. Among them is that made to 
my Commander-in-Chief and renewed on a continuing but 
irregular basis. This, and certain other military Swearings, are 
the only “pre-formatted” oath that I make; like Duchess 
Melisande I dislike swearing to the words or concepts of 
others. My oath of fealty to the King, which I have given 
both as a peer and as a landed Baron, has much the same intent 
as that made to the CinC (although the latter will always 
take precedence in my hierarchy of oaths) in that it is made to, 
and in support of, the institution rather than the incidental 
person whose posterior happens to be warming the chair of 
state. 

This is not to say, however, that I do not give my personal 
fealty to individuals. There is a variable probability that this 
could happen with any given monarch. It certainly did happen 
on the occasion of my becoming a squire (in this case the oath 
dealt both with the person and his household). 

—Tryggvi Grabardr [Atlantia] 


Certainly it makes life much easier if one can swear fealty 
and then think no more about the subject. We have people here 
who make a big point of the fact that they swear fealty to each 
new King, no matter what. Personally, I feel that either they 
are paying no attention to the words of the oath that they are 
taking, or they value their own word rather lightly. 

On the behavioral evidence, each would seem to be true in 
some cases. 

For myself, I find it impossible to take an oath of fealty to 
“Xxxx, your undoubted King...” when I watched that 
individual get to the throne by the simple expedient of not 
counting those blows which hit him. One or two apparent 
hits may be mis-perceptions; after a dozen or so, I can not help 
having doubts whether this individual is anything but a 
usurper. 

From another side, if the other party has demonstrated 
that his word is worthless, there can be no bond of fealty. 
Fealty is a contract, secured by the honor of the parties 
involved; if one side is not bound the there can be no 
contract—and it would hardly be honorable to enter into such 
a sham. (If anyone asks, I have found it impossible both to 
extend fealty to some kings on this ground, and to accept 
fealty from some who would have offered it) 

Like Tule, I do not insist that everybody else follow the 
same standard or reach the same judgements. But in my own 
case, I must do what I must. 

—William the Lucky [West] 

ijs Tinaiae “TiAie ottnr? 

Istvan, taking the crown off late at night is just a symbolic 
thing anyway. No one forgets who the king is. It is, of course, 
imperative that the royalty still act in such a manner as to 
reflect well on the Kingdom and Throne. 

William the Lucky is right. There is no “time out.” The 
work is continuous and rough. Travel, paperwork, public rela¬ 
tions, mediation, decisions—no, no, there is no real “time 
out” It can be a wonderful job. It can, sometimes, be 
thankless. My Lady, Queen Falada, stares at me, shakes her 
head, and mumbles, “I can’t believe you’d do this more than 
once.” She then dives back into the workload. 

So, Istvan, cut the Crown (person) some slack when they 
try to put the Crown (head gear) aside and try to relax. Keep 
them from making a mistake in public. In the Middle Ages, 
royalty sometimes went out in disguise to see what the real 
world was like. In the SCA, sometimes it’s nice to feel 
you’re one of the crowd again. It can’t be, but it’s good to get 
that feeling every now and then. 

Doing a good job is sometimes a heavy task. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

About Time Outs and official positions vs. private 
opinions: We’re not a democracy here—you owe the populace 
your best judgement as well as listening to their advice. If 
the Laurels say make another Laurel, you are still responsible 
for the final decision. Make them convince you that they are 
right. You’re going to get the credit or blame—at least make 
the action an honest one. 

—Kirk FitzDavid [Calontir] 
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Someone once asked me whether or not the use of 
chocolate was period. My reply was that, as far as I knew, it 
wasn’t, but that re-writing history to suit yourself definitely 
was, so use it anyway, if you must. 

This is not to state that I don’t encourage people to make 
the most authentic studies, artefacts and presentations 
possible. Rather, it means that people must, in the SCA as in 
all things, make their own choices. It’s my job as a Laurel to 
make sure that the choice is an informed one. 

—Johannes the Black of the Athanor [Meridies] 

How did you* Gentle Reader, react upon hearing a certain 
dance "which we’ve been doing for years” was Not Period? 
With dances. Hole in the Wall jumps to my mind first. My 
reaction was "Oh well, it’s a fine dance—when it’s done 
right.” Too many people I’ve seen, including yours truly, 
could use some tips on grace, rhythm, and proper flirtation. 
How many documented dances (with accompanying music) 
from our period ARE there anyway? 

—Yves Fortanier [Meridies] 1 

There is a large and ancient Barony in Southeast Meridies 
called South Downs. ^Edward should know, he was baron of 
one of the suburbs. Anyway, we used to hang around 
campfires and tell stories of the Authenticity Police and how 
they ruled in South Downs. If you went there, we said in a 
hushed and frightened tone, be prepared to be hauled up and 
forced to document your clothing—every stitch! This was 
caused by the fact that our idea of research consisted of going 
to the local grocery and reading Conan comic books. 

I see nothing less correct about fur bikinis than I do about 
a woman with a large cleavage hanging out the top of her 
dress. With some, it’s an enjoyable view; with others, it’s 
distasteful. Then again, in my younger time, I wore tunics cut 
open to my belt (hairy chest). As long as exhibitions like all 
of the above are the exceptions and not the rule, it’s probably 
okay (OK, er.. .okey, ferget it). 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

I finally had an encounter with one of the Authenticity 
Police. He was hitting everyone in sight in middle-eastern 
garb and asking what their documentation was (really upset a 
newbie who was wearing imports from Egypt). When he got 
around to the one I had made I told him it was based on 
"Jewel of the Nile”—which had the desired effect of getting 
him out of my face. (It was in fact based on an SCA class I 
had taken, but I wasn’t about to tell him that.) 

—Aethelthryth of Acleah [Caid] 


1 Rick Wallace goes by “Yves Fortanier” in the SCA and attended his first 
event in ’84 after seeing 4Edward (among others) at a display booth one 
fateful autumn day. He grew up and learned in Bryn Madoc for seven years 
before moving (back) to South Downs in ’91. Activities: herald, 
chronicler, minstrel, dancer, fighter (temporarily inactive), and also plays 
with children. Someday, Yves and his apparel may truly follow the styles 
in France (or Provensal or Languedoc) during the 13th or 14th century. 


Authenticity police exist in the SCA. They exist within the 
ThinkWell readership. And they can be very, very hurtful. 

—Michael of the Isles [East] 

Can you document that, Michael? JUST JOKING. 

—iElflaed [the obnoxious editor] 

On bunny fur: The difference is the wearer’s attitude/intent. 
Are they just being comfortable? One fellow I’ve noticed 
wears little more than a loincloth and tattoos on a hot day. 
Are they flirting or teasing? That’s taking the easy way out 
to get attention. Are they being hostile? That’s unchi valrous. 
Are they wearing it as a joke? Fine, but the joke doesn’t need 
to last all day. 

—Yves Fortanier [Meridies] 

LANCELOT MEETS CONAN: The question behind the 
whole bunny-fur bikini debate seems to be: can fantasy- 
barbarian personae be integrated into a historically-accurate 
medieval context? I think the answer is "yes,” because while 
characters like Conan and Red Sonja did not actually exist 
during the Middle Ages, people of that period believed they 
did. 

Firstly, they believed in “wild men”—tribes of hairy, 
near-naked, perpetually violent savages who, along with 
dragons, unicorns and phoenixes, inhabited the terra incognita 
of the day. Like those other fantastic creatures, the wild 
man’s (and wild woman’s) image was used in both heraldry 
and pageantry, including the infamous "Dance of the Wild 
Men” which killed Charles VI of France (note that this was 
long before Columbus discovered America or Robert Bly 
discovered pop psychology). While the average homebody 
might never hope to see such creatures, an adventurous 
traveller would expect to encounter them every so often; 
therefore their occasional presence at large gatherings in 
distant lands (like Pennsic) would be deemed a curiosity, but 
not a wonder. 

Secondly, then as now, people were prone to characterize 
foreigners in general as ill-dressed and uncouth, particularly 
if one were a stay-at-home with little direct experience of 
alien cultures. If a bunch of Tuchux were transported back to 
the Middle Ages, the average Moslem might think they were 
Franks while a Frank would take them for Wends. An 
Englishman whose knowledge of Ireland had been taken 
exclusively from Giraldus Cambrensis’ bigoted accounts 
would peg them for Irish right away, and so on. 

So whether your persona is wide-faring or domestic, there 
are ways to fit those hirsute, sartorially-challenged roisterers 
comfortably into his or her world-view. Actually there’s a 
third alternative as well; just assume they’re a group of 
mummers on their way to a pageant. It might be interesting 
to see their reaction when asked "Prithee, milord, art thou in a 
masque?” 

—Master Cadfan ap Morgan Godrudd [Ansteorra] 2 


2 Cadfan is a new subscriber, and a Master of the Laurel. 
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On the subject of slavery and bunny-fur bikinis; I hadn’t 
even considered the possibility that these weren’t consenting 
adults doing it for fun, as opposed to some more convoluted 
motive. I do note that the Kingdom of the Middle has 
recently passed a law forbidding slavery or any semblance 
thereof. Maybe the Outlands needs to try the same thing, 
—name removed due to the tirade which follows [Ansteorra] 

This is like work and I don’t like it, but I think it’s important 
so here I go: 

I’ve worked hard and long and wording laws for the 
principality of the Outlands, kingdoms of Atenveldt and the 
Outlands, and the corporation (corpora, and rulings). I’m not 
bragging; I’m giving my credentials. It is heartbreaking to me 
to carefully fine-tune something so that it’s clear, concise, 
fair, enforceable and idiot-resistant, only to have someone 
with small understanding of what laws are for and how they 
can work well come and botch it up. This intro is to hoik up 
some of my resentment so that I may more calmly proceed. 
Do I need to hoik up in front of everyone? Indeed, I feel that 
need 

Some places have too many laws. They have laws about 
laws. Kings make new laws as though to say “Kilroy was 
here.” When there are too many laws, people can’t learn 
them. Not only the people in the kingdom, but the kings can’t 
learn them. The seneschals can’t learn them. Many of the 
kingdom laws I’ve seen have just too much about everything. 

Laws need to be enforceable. They need to be for the good 
of the greater group, not to attempt to control the fringe ele¬ 
ments. “Victimless crimes,” such as master/slave persona- 
relationships between consenting adults are right up there 
with mundane sodomy laws. What people do in privacy 
which doesn’t hurt others doesn’t harm the state and so is 
basically another thing the police can use against you in the 
event that they want to “throw the book at you”—it just 
makes a bigger book. 

Do I think slavery is fine? NO I don’t, but I think it’s a 
violation of Corpora, in the behaving as ladies and gentlemen 
clause, which applies to every gawker off the street. I think 
when knights are involved it violates Corpora because knights 
are supposed to respect ladies (exact wording to vary 
depending upon which version of Corpora was in effect when 
one was knighted). If it violates Corpora, dealing with it in 
kingdom law is wasteful and confusing. It doesn’t confuse 
the offenders so much as it confuses the royalty, and here, 
finally, comes the crux of my argument. 

If something is NOT okay, and it is NEVER going to BE 
okay, then it should not be in the law. The laws are like 
on/off switches. Is this a matter for switching on and off? 
No? Then it shouldn’t be in the law. If it is something that 
one king can make illegal, then any other king can make the 
opposite of it legal. Kings will be justified in thinking “Oh, 
we have a law against slavery. By removing that law, I will 
have made slavery legal.” I DON’T THINK SO! 

I have made the very same argument a dozen times to 
different people in the past. If something from Corpora is 
repeated in Kingdom Law it does not “reinforce it” (as some 


have argued). It does two bad things. See the paragraph above 
for the first one. The second one is that it creates the appear¬ 
ance that there are some parts of Corpora the kingdom intends 
to enforce more than others. The kingdom is required to 
enforce all of it. Therefore they waste printing and postage 
whenever they repeat any of it in law. (That makes three good 
reasons.) 

Atenveldt once had an anti-slavery law. I didn’t think it 
was a good idea, but I supported the crown’s right not to 
approve of slavery and to make the law. (I wasn’t seneschal at 
the time, but my opinion had been sought.) When the 
Outlands became a kingdom it seemed to many An Issue, and 
as Gunwaldt was on the pre-kingdom laws committee and 
then we were first king and queen, it wasn’t in the laws (but 
it wasn’t considered to be fine either). 

This is the nitpicky technical seneschal stuff for which I 
was once famous. I would prefer to discuss the esoteric fluff 
which entertains me in my declining years. 

—jElflaed of Duckford (Outlands) 

everiTjs 

Years ago, all Meridies' events were camping. Now, it’s 
all cabins and dorms Most people in the kingdom actually 
consider it a hassle to go to an all tenting event, myself 
included (Pennsics excluded). We’re spoiled. God help us if 
we ever start hanging around hotels. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

I autocratted the West Kingdom’s first Crown event away 
from the Mainland, which was accompanied by the eruption 
of one of our local volcanoes two days prior. The crowd was 
small, as expected (probably 250, about two dozen of whom 
were non-Alaskans), but it went unexpectedly smoothly. The 
planning team actively prayed for rain (to settle the ash and 
grit that had blanketed the city), and most everyone had a 
good time, in spite of the rain, the wind, the grit, and the 
occasional pavilion doing kite imitations. 

—-Nerissa Meraud de la Fontaine [West] 

30)^6 TftQK6t(TjS £11B0QT 

ceneraon? 

Sir Gyrth, thank you for your thoughts on ceremony and 
related constructs. Your remarks on “SCA Time” are espe¬ 
cially cogent for me. There’s something positively surreal 
about the undeniable depth of some of the relationships we 
have formed in the Society, given the relative dearth of “real 
time” put into them. I think that the disjointed time-space 
sense feeds/feeds off of what I perceive to be a heightened 
emotional environment at most SCA gatherings I’ve 
attended. In a world increasingly starved for a sense of 
“connectedness,” the Society seems to offer an extended 
family-type environment where we can get impossibly close 
in an impossibly short period of time. 

Your commitment to keeping the environment “fresh” 
is also commendable, especially when it would obviously be a 
lot easier to go through the same old motions... 

—^Edward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 
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Siobhan’s story about a King giving a gift to a new member 
was fascinating. What a nice way to say “Welcome!” Fm 
going to try it! 

Meridies pays no travel costs for the Crown. However, 
many groups and individuals donate money to help. In the 
past, when there were 20 groups or so, a king and queen could 
get by with less. Now, there are almost 60 groups here and 
travel is a killer. Falada and I hit nine events in our first two 
months on the throne. Phone costs have not been reimbursed, 
but Falada and I are going to change that. 

Garlanda is right. Education in the kingdoms about the re¬ 
sponsibilities and duties of the Crown is a must. Average or 
poor Crowns are usually the ones tho travel less. The more 
visibility a Crown has, the more comfortable the Kingdom is 
in working with them. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

Uhmmnio.Xars didn’t say that he missed the good old days 
when being King and Queen wasn’t expensive—it was always 
expensive. He said he missed the good old days when royalty 
didn’t complain about the expense. So do I. I remember the 
first time I heard a complaint. Given who it was, my 
immediate thought was, “If it’s something to whine about, 
why did you stop calling blows to get it?” Lots of people 
want to be the Crown, and work hard to get it. Most of them 
never will. The very lucky (yes, and well-trained) ones who 
actually succeed in grabbing the brass ring that everyone else 
wanted always look silly complaining about having it 

Garlanda’s figures look reasonable, but before calculating 
the cost of being queen, she needs to subtract the costs she 
would have had anyway. Travel to Pennsic is not a cost of the 
Crown if you go every year anyway. New costumes are 
capital improvements, unless you plan to bum them at the end 
of the reign. Traveling is a royal expense only above the 
amount you would have traveled without the Crown, and 
even then you should subtract the site fees you would have 
paid but that the Crown is exempt from. (Is that true in all 
kingdoms, by the way?) Finally, everyone should recognize 
the difference between the “expenses of the Crown,” which 
include all of it, and the expenses incurred by those two 
individuals, which is the extra money they paid out, minus all 
contributions and stipends. 

It costs a lot to be Crown, and we should be grateful to 
those who chose to pay it, just as we should be grateful to 
everyone who incurs expenses for the sake of our kingdom. 
At the same time, the Crown is a highly desirable plum, and 
complaining about what you spent years trying to get won’t 
generate much sympathy. 

—Robin of Gilwell [Ansteorra] 

Ct(LTKae 

There have been several responses for this one , and it will be 
prominently featured in Issue #75, coming soon to a mailbox near 
you! 

also: PtIPP©T^aSVQI\jS 

jSC^lBjSL B^CHLOG 

(A SURPRISE TWIST) 

ctwwsmm _ 
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What a timely subject! Our current King stepped up for his 
seventh reign this January. Out here in the West, Siobhan, we 
call it “deja Rex” 

...The best king I ever saw (in my opinion) is a count and 
intends to remain one—he was too exhausted by the job to 
want to touch it ever again, which is a shame. Maybe it’s good 
to have someone on the throne who has experience and doesn’t 
have to sweat the little things that so occupy Royalty the 
first time around. On the other hand, familiarity breeds 
contempt. 

—Tanka (Tatiana Nikolaevna Tumanova) [West] 

I suppose it depends on who the monarch is. There are some 
I wouldn’t mind seeing on the throne several times, and there 
are some for whom once is too much. At least it’s better than 
Congress. 

—Tivar Moondragon [Ansteorra] 

A someone who has won six Crown lists and a coronet, I 
guess Fm an expert at being piggy with the Throne. If the 
kingdom benefits from your reign, I guess it’s alright to 
repeat Just make damn sure you really care about the job, the 
people, and the kingdom. Contrary to the beliefs of some, 
winning Crown is an honor and not a right. Ego played a big 
part in why I continued to enter Crown, but I truly believed I 
had something to offer. Dedication, I guess. Once, I fought 
and resigned before Coronation. It was a terrible thing and I 
caused pain and problems to many people. It almost drove me 
out of the Society. It taught me that putting oneself first is 
rarely a good thing. I learned. The talent to fight well is not 
promise of a good, calm head and a kind heart. 

—John the Bearkiller [Meridies] 

If they’re good, keep’em. If they’re not, shoot’em. But you 

never heard me say that.it was those other guys. 

—Xdward of Glastonburh [Meridies] 

B£TM0/jSIB. an<* 

OF 

The burning question in our last installment was whether 
the new female member of the non-fealty-swearing branch of 
the order of chivalry would opt for “Master” or creatively 
opt for “Damester” or something. 

And now, without further ado, to enlighten us on the 
latest developments in Title Contortions, a witness to Trivia 
in the Making, William the Lucky: 

Just to add to the confusion, our latest Master of Arms is 
using Viscountess Gwenllian Rhiannon of Dragon Keep, 
Master of Arms. Not, explicitly and deliberately, 
“Mistress.” Her reasoning, much like that suggested by 
Conor mac Cinneide and William Blackfox, is that Master of 
Arms is a title in the same sense as (my example) Earl 
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Marshal—it has nothing to do with gender. (Is anyone of the 
opinon that a lady would be her kingdom’s “Countess 
Marshal”? Just asking.) 

—William the Lucky [West] 

“Speaking forsoothly” isn’t the King’s OR the Queen’s 
English. “Forsooth” by itself is already an adverb meaning 
“in truth,” according to my dictionary. It is another one of 
those widespread phrases that should not have been. 

—Yves Fortanier [Meridies] 

I think a better translation is "for sure ” dude. —celflaED 

Why are the Knights called the Chivalry? Isn’t everyone 
supposed to be chivalrous? Why wouldn’t all the Peers be the 
Chivalry? I know this sounds dumb, but I just want to know. 

—Someone [Somewhere] 

“Chivalry” is from the French word for horse-rider, or 
knight. (“Cheval” is horse, “chevalier” is horse-guy.) We 
have two forms of the word in English: “chivalry” and 
“cavalry.” “Chivalrous” behavior means the same as 
“knightly” behavior (idealized knightly behavior). “The 
Order of Chivalry” means (rather boringly) “The Order of 
Knighthood.” 

—iElflaed [Outlands] 

I use “modern” rather than “mundane”“for the absence 
of the negative connotations and associated feelings on the 
latter term. I used to say mundane a lot, and * meant* it, but 
realized “us vs. them” isn’t healthy. 

Rather than “freaking out the mundanes” we should be 
“dressing up and seeing if modem people will give us the 
chance to answer their questions”—which I’ll admit is 
unwieldy but closer to the ideal feeling as I see it, 

—Yves Fortanier [Meridies] 

On the ThinkWell subscription form (or wherever else it 
comes up) the use of the word “real” (real name, address) 
bothers me. The Current Middle Ages is probably for some 
(me included), just as “real” as the mundane world. 
Referring to the mundane world as “real” as opposed to the 
Current Middle Ages makes it sound as though the C.M.A. is 
nothing more than a game, something minor, of no great 
importance. “Real,” in this case, just sounds uncomfortable 
for me; “mundane” feels right. Just thought I’d throw that 
out in the open. Thanks! 

—Ann of the Wild Meadows [East] 

While I still stand by “mundane” as an adjective (of 
“Sandra” and “iElflaed,” the former is more mundane by any¬ 
one living human’s standards). I’ve finally seen what we do 
that is horrible, and that is using “mundane” as a singular 
noun. “That mundane standing over there...” or “A mundane 
came up to us and...” When misused that way it sounds like 
we’re referring to them as alien creatures. Indeed, some 
people did intend just that. 

I received a letter from Mistress Hilary, the Steward, 
with a reminder about how bad “mundane” is (she had 


received TW #13). She allowed that it wasn’t so bad for us 
to use it in TW, but wanted us to remember not to use it in 
official SCA things. That letter came one day away from the 
one from Ann’s. 

Some of the kingdom newsletters have adopted “real” in 
the place of the adjective “mundane” (as I did on the TW sub¬ 
scription form), and some are using “legal.” The answering 
machine at the corporate office will ask you to leave your 
“legal name.” The problem with that is that “legal name” 
has a definition outside the SCA (neither “Bill Clinton” nor 
“Jimmy Carter” is a “legal name”). I think it’s better to use 
“mundane” correctly than “legal” incorrectly. I have 
always fought against any SCA definitions which didn’t 
match the dictionary. We have enough to be embarrassed 
about without having to try to explain the differences in our 
use of language and that of typical native speakers of English. 

Don’t look for the extinction of “mundane” any time 
soon; I still hear people refer to the corporation as “The 
Imperium” and that’s been out on the rocks to die since I 
joined. 

What’s our best alternative? 

—iElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

Did you ever find out what the story was behind Master 
Hrolf Heijdlfssen’s 13.5 square house? That stuck in mind as 
an unsolved curiosity. 

—Aliske MacKyven Raizal [Caid] 

A square (which I thought would be familiar, as I have seen 
the term used in US publications) equals one hundred square 
feet. I used the Imperial system advisedly, we have switched 
to a metric one now where a square is a square metre. Thus 
our 13.5 square house, by metrifying, has increased to having 
125 squares. Strangely, Australia, which is theoretically all 
metric now runs under a hybrid that most people are happy 
with. If I go to the hardware store, I am likely to ask for 3.5 
metres of 4x2 (4”x2” timber). The store knows what I mean 
and gives me the right stuff. We have more problems with 
US measurements as US gauges (for metal) and gallons etc 
are different to those of the rest of the world. This led to 
some amusing problems when we first made helms (2 gauges 
too thick). 

—Hrolf Herjolfssen [Lochac (West)] 

Sorry, ^Iflaed, “eric” (at least as used in the West) does 
not mean the “tourney field” nor the “lists.” It is the border 
of the field, the line around the edge. It was so named because 
the first one was a red strip of cloth—named Eric the Red at 
the time. After a couple of more were made (the Yellow 
Peril, the White Russian—I’m not making this up, you 
know!), the term “eric” was applied generically. More SCA 
history you could have easily lived without... 

I am willing to bet that the readers of ThinkWell are the 
first in the West Kingdom to hear that the word was 
anything but a given name in period. 

—William the Lucky [West] 

The history is great, but “the lists” (in English, standard 
pre-SCA real Earth language) means the border of the field. 
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the line around the edge. When someone “entered the lists” 
in period terminology (including for these purposes 
medieval-themed Victorian novels, as they were anal about 
language) it meant went from being outside the boundaries of 
the tournament field to being inside—literally entered the 
literal lists. It’s always plural; it takes “the.” In the SCA 
(because we’re not very smart) people usually think that 
“entering the lists” means getting your name on a piece of 
paper; therefore people change “lists” to “list” and misuse 
language as flagrantly as feast-o-crats and smalls autocrats 
do [I shudder even to type the words.] 

To a large extent this is just my problem. It bothers me 
as much as Hawaiian shorts with a doublet would bother 
your average costume laurel. I bought my first dictionary 
with my own money at the age of nine, and read them for fun. 
Yet it irritate others that I’ve left things in ThinkWell for 
the sake of a conversational tone (“Personas” rather than 
“personae,” an occasional plural pronoun to represent or 
avoid he/she or s/he, etc.) 

Language is underrated as something which can be used in 
a more medieval way. We accept people arguing over the cut 
of a cotehardie, the interpretation of a dance step, or the 
construction of gauntlets, but when someone wants to get 
down and picky about words, others roll their eyes and say 
it’s pettiness. 

—JE Iflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

BGLTjS, H6G£L1£I Mm TM 

ci\omn 

Right on, ^Elflaed. As all Orders in Meridies count the 
Crown as the de facto grantor of their varied forms of 
recognition, so is the Crown a de facto member(s). Almost 
NO crowns have worn associate belts while sitting on the 
throne, nor individual regalia, and with only one overt and 
embarrassing exception, have always used the kingdom’s 
heraldic display elements instead of their own. 

—Johannes the Black of the Athanor [Meridies] 

H6G£Li£ Mm Feaa# 

I normally wear most of my regalia, for a couple of reasons. 
First, I earned it, I may as well enjoy it. Second, it adds to the 
overall pomp and glitter of an event (especially one in an out- 
of-the-way part of the kingdom) to have obvious peers 
attending—I suppose it’s part of the noblesse oblige that 
Galen was talking about. Being a Don, a Pelican, and a Court 
Baron, I feel some obligation to look and act the part. I re¬ 
cently encountered an interesting twist on the “treat them 
different because they’re important” school of behaviour: I 
hadn’t been wearing my coronet at an event until court, and 
after court, I had two different people come up and apologize 
for not calling me “your excellency” during the day. Neither 
of them had been rude to me that day, they just thought they 
hadn’t been polite enough. 

—Tivar Moondragon [Ansteorra] 
This has come up periodically here, and one peer or another 
will admonish the rest of us to wear our stuff all the time 


(the laurels and pelicans, I mean; the knights usually wear 
theirs). Their arguments always sound good at the time, but 
over the years I found I just couldn’t always do it. I’m glad 
when others do, though, because I do believe the arguments. 
Having felt some guilt and given it much thought. I’ve come 
to believe it’s a difference in style and personality—just as 
some people would really rather wear nylons and heels and 
some would rather wear boots or sneakers. I’m very much at- 
shirt/sweatshirt person, I don’t wear makeup, and whatever it 
is that causes that in Sandra may be causing ^Elflaed to be more 
uncomfortable decked out in medallions and coronet. I do 
wear them sometimes, but I look for excuses not to. 

—^Clflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

Lochacians are pretty non-pretentious so a lot of our 
royal peers don’t wear viscounty circlets and no-one up to 
now has worn a circlet on their helm, even though they are 
entitled to. Do other GKW fighters show their rank this 
way? (Personally I think that it adds a bit more to the visual 
presentation of a fighter and adds a more mediaeval flavour.) 

—Aylwin Greymane [West] 

tm peen^Ge 

I begin to think that the trick in guiding non-peers is not to 
say “If you do this, you will get the award” or “the Laurels 
will like you better if you stop doing that”—both of which 
clearly assume that the award is the goal. But if we say 
“Doing that is really a bit rude” or “Have you considered 
that it might be well to do this?” we are promoting desirable 
behavior and discouraging undesirable behavior—which we 
want to do regardless of whether the individual is or ever 
will be under consideration for a peerage. If we phrase our 
admonitions in terms of ‘what you have to do to get the 
award,’ we are actually encouraging campaigning for the 
peerage (or any other award) because we are making that the 
focus of our comments. Just think what a wonderful (all 
right, utopian) kingdom it would be where “behavior 
befitting a peer” was never discussed in considering potential 
new members of an order because everyone in the Kingdom 
acted that way anyway. 

—William the Lucky [West] 

OK, OK, campaigning for awards is certainly loathsome and 
undesirable. The ideal, it would seem, would be for the 
would-be candidate to not even want the award, but where 
would that get the Orders? 

So maybe the real ideal would be a situation in which the 
would-be candidate was oblivious to the actions/will/desire 
of the Order in question, and was just doing things because 
s/he wanted to do them. But alas, the majority of the people 
in the SCA are mortal humans, and are thus susceptible to 
emotion and the uglier side of ambition. 

I have talked to people who are so afraid of sounding like 
they’re campaigning that they don’t even like to say that they 
want to be peers. They’re afraid of telling me and I’m not a 
peer. The very phrase “campaigning is bad,” coming from the 


Issue #14 


TfciniftxfcLL 


Page 2 3 




mouth of a peer, can be so intimidating and confusing that 
some artisans may be afraid to display their best work for fear 
of being labelled as a “campaigner.” However silly that may 
sound to some of you peers, you must try to remember that to 
many newcomers, you are living legends—larger than life. 

—Istvan Kostka [Calontir] 

peen ram 

When I first came in peers were godlike creatures who 
towered above the rest, spoken to only when I had business to 
do. Now peers are people too who need hugs, chocolate kisses, 
and sometimes a boot to the head reality check. 

—Jasper Murtagh [Meridies] 1 

Reading the commentary in ThinkWell has really got me 
thinking about “peer fear." I didn't take it seriously before. 
Suddenly I realized that when I joined the Society (12 year 
ago), Susannah the Newby of then would have been too much 
in awe to even dare speak to the Countess Susannah that I have 
become, had we met 

I think some of my friends make it worse. In making 
introductions to new people, when they say “This is Countess 
Mistress Mistress Baroness Susannah.I feel like hiding, 
and usually say, “Just call me Susannah.” 

Don't get me wrong, I am proud of the honors and titles I 
have accumulated. But proclaimed all at once they can be 
intimidating, confusing, and just too much. 

When I joined the Society, one of my first friends was 
Temon de Caerleon. By that time he had amassed many titles 
and awards from the Middle and Calontir, but he didn’t use 
his titles. In fact it was several years before I found out about 
most of them. I wasn’t afraid to talk to him and he helped me 
get started in the SCA and helped me with founding a new 
shire. 

I have tried to follow his successfully modest example in 
only using my titles one at a time and only when it serves a 
purpose. 

I wear my county coronet often because I know it helps 
add to the period illusion we are trying to create. I don’t 
often wear my Laurel or Pelican medallions, usually just 
when we are announcing a new member or doing their 
ceremony, or to swear fealty at coronations. Too many doo¬ 
dahs just look ostentatious and vain. 

—Susannah Griffon [Calontir] 

My first Pennsic was #12 and I worked at the Pennsic Inn as 
one of Baron Dur’s employees. Another person who was there 
at the time was this guy from Meridies who I only knew as 
Bearkiller and he seemed like just plain folks. And to some 
extent he still is, as well as being a major icon in Meridian 
history. There was this other guy there too with a brand new 


I am Lord Jasper Murtagh, an early 15th century English sailor. Fve 
been in the Society since October A.S. XIX, and have lived in Drachenwald 
and Meridies. I am interested in chainmail, cross stitch, costuming, 
brewing and fighting. Mundanely, I am in the National Guard, taking 
Electronic System Technician training. I have a BS in Information 
Systems but am still looking for a job. 


shiny white belt from Atlantia who was the entertainment 
coordinator for the Blue Dwarph Tavern. Oh, yeah, he had a 
silver hat at the time too. Wow, he’s Duke Olaf Oskoldson. 
But to me he was just plain Ollie. Peers are people too under 
all the jewelry and regalia. 

—Gwyneth Banfhidhleir [Middle] 

Having or not having peer fear doesn’t mean you don’t 
respect the peer. Just because I have finally managed to find 
my tongue and speak to peers doesn’t mean that I no longer 
hold them in the same high regard as before. Even my slight 
familiarity with some peers is always tempered with respect 
for what they know and what they have achieved. It also 
helps to get to know a peer on a semi-personal level. 

Re: William the Lucky’s remark about shyness, I happen to 
know a peer that does such terrific demos that I would never 
have believed that she didn’t truly enjoy standing up there 
talking. She told me JUST THAT one afternoon (was it 
afternoon jElflaed?) after a particularly successful demo. 
This made me respect her even more, knowing that she would 
so willingly give things of herself that were personally hard. 
It’s easy to give of yourself what you are good at, but to reach 
down and make personal sacrifice, WOW! Fm impressed. 

—Chantal Haroldsdottir [Meridies] 

Tfeaak you for the compliment, but in all fairness I must 
explain something: Sir Raymond the Quiet asked me to do 
that. I was capable, I have experience in translating things to 
kid-level (having taught Jr. High), and someone had to do it. 
There are others I would gladly have yielded the honor to but 
they weren’t there that day. What else could I do? 

There are many service tasks which are performed by 
people who would prefer not to do them, if it were a simple 
choice. My choice at such demos is to stand by while someone 
else speaks or speak myself. If I feel that I’m the best speaker 
there at that time (or the most suited to the particular situa¬ 
tion), then I feel it is my duty to make the speech. When 
Gunwaldt (or you the reader) goes out in the cold to set up a 
site on a Friday night, it’s not a simple question like “Would 
you rather stay home and get your own stuff ready and watch 
television, or would you rather go to a cold place and move 
300 chairs around?” The question is, “When you go to that 
event tomorrow morning do you want the hall to be ready so 
that the activities can happen easily and on schedule? Can the 
chairs move themselves? Is there someone reliable and 
intelligent and knowledgeable about the needs of the event 
who is down there doing it, or do I need to go and do it 
myself?” I think those are the kinds of questions pelican- 
types ask themselves all the time. 

When 150 kids are sitting and waiting for a show, it’s 
showtime! 

—iElflsed of Duckford [Outlands] 

It’S l)Ot too late to ‘P€tOT>)r) £t04Jir> 

I need the first page back, at least, 
if you’ve ever written things for publication. 
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lifted* possessor of the Holy Red Pen of Homework, asks 
about the question of judgement. I think her main point, that 
you cannot help but judge the people around you, is quite true, 
but doesn’t go far enough. 

The problem isn’t really with judging people—it’s with 
judging them unfairly . The people who worry about being 
judged are largely worried about being assessed incorrectly. 
And that’s a reasonable worry; it’s not easy to judge the 
people around you in any sort of objective way. I think it 
behooves any person of honor to try to be fair in then- 
judgement of others, even if, realistically, we may never 
completely succeed. 

Of course, to judge those around you, you have to judge 
yourself to some degree, in order to assess the biases in your 
judgement We’ve talked about Peerage a lot lately, so I’ll tie 
this in: I think that one quality essential to The Ideal Peer is 
introspection. To really understand those around you, you 
have to understand yourself first. You’re much less likely to 
judge unfairly if you can honestly say why you like or dislike 
someone. 

To put it concretely: a sign of good introspective health is 
finding yourself at least occasionally saying “I don’t much 
like that person, but that’s a personality clash and he really 
deserves an AoA, so I’m going to write him in anyway.” Self¬ 
honesty is hard, but it is proverbially and really the best 
policy. 

—Justin du Coeur [East] 

I tried to come up with some thoughts on this but the only 
thing that is clear to me now is that many people are afraid of 
being hurt by the judgements of others. Whether we are 
talking about competing in a single competition or being 
considered for a peerage, the potential for distress is very 
high. In most competitions, if one person wins, another loses. 
When peerage councils vote on candidates, some are voted in, 
others are not. Most people are hurt when they don’t win or 
when they are not picked for the baseball team or whatever. 
While I don’t feel that we are all such fragile creatures emo¬ 
tionally that we would suffer great emotional trauma from 
losing an on-site poetry contest, I think it is a rare soul who 
can go through life without caring at all what others think of 
them or their work. 

—Aliskye MacKyven Raizel [Caid] 

Changing the subject slightly , I believe that Caid is the only 
kingdom with the concept of a council “voting in” 
candidates. If people in other kingdoms need to dispute this , 
please do , but to the best of my knowledge in other kingdoms 
it’s seen only as a recommendation to the Crown by the 
members of the order . —celflaED 

We cannot help but consider charisma —consciously or 
unconsciously. An individual who is “socially challenged” 
in the sense of “lacking social graces” has a bit of a problem 
with “behavior befitting a peer.” One who has charisma to 
the point that most people would jump off a cliff if he 


suggested it must also be judged on his willingness to resist 
making such suggestions (resistance by someone with less 
charisma is less critical, obviously). 

—William the Lucky [West] 

/ loug 

Huzzah to Lord Blaise for his essay on long memories! 
Except for the fact that my Sir Right is not a peaceable man, 
he could well be talking about me and is certainly talking 
about some of my friends. It has been told to me that 

_will never be made a knight in this kingdom because 

he tripped on his — one too many times. The man in ques¬ 
tion is still in his 20’s. Is he really going to be interested in 
putting 20 or 30 years into a group that won’t recognize 
growth and change? Luckily this man (like Galen) has been 
able to move to a different kingdom and “start over,” but 
what of us who don’t have that opportunity? I started in the 
SCA at 14 years old without the benefit of any adult guidance 
or support and definitely played the game with the excess 
energy of youth. Couple that with the naivete to not know 
when you are stepping on toes and the long memories of those 
with hurt feet and you have a recipe for a lot of misunder¬ 
standing. I have also been told recently that my past is being 
held against my lord as well (who started at 16 and has his 
own past to live down), and that really angers and frustrates 
me. As John the Bearkiller mentioned, many of us are getting 
older and have some regrets over the silly things we have done 
in the past. In the process of maturing, some of us are trying 
to leave our pasts behind. 

—Elinor du Ponte [Outlands] 

3!B# 

Gee, Galen. We can send out Society-wide alerts 
regarding unscrupulous armorers and similar dangers. Can’t 
we at least help people wake up a little before it’s too late? 
That, after all, is the danger of this plague; that it doesn’t re¬ 
ally touch you (or so we think); it’s always “them” who get 
it. 

I certainly wish someone had warned me. 

—Johannes the Black of the Athanor [Meridies] 

As long as even just a few participants (either paid or fringe 
members) view the SCA as a portable orgy, the issue of AIDS 
as well as other social diseases, must be addressed or at least 
considered. 

—Teresa Berconi [Meridies] 

AIDS is a tragedy. So is hunger. So is cancer. So are drunk 
drivers. The SCA was founded to study and recreate aspects 
of the Middle Ages. The SCA cannot solve the modem 
world’s problems. The Society and its representatives cannot 
take responsibility for encouraging or preventing those 
individual acts. That’s not our charter. We, as individuals 
must ultimately be responsible for our own behavior. But I 
do like to think that our charter as an organization is to 
encourage individuals to have the courage to be honorable. 
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chivalrous, courteous, and generous. Individuals can make 
sure that food left over from a feast goes to the hungry, that 
drinkers don’t drive, and that condoms are available. 

—Eowyn Amberdrake [Caid] 

The SCA basically works within the structure of local 
governmental rules. It is defined and set up that way in The 
Rules. Within that structure, however, the Kingdom and 
Principality Laws, local custom etc. rule, under an overall 
blanket. That blanket is written as: participants must wear 
period garb and comport themselves properly (or words to 
that effect) and can pretty much be summed up as “Be In 
Period.” 

Sometimes, however, we have to take notice of things out¬ 
side our Medieval/Renaissance Fantasy World. Desert Storm 
was a good example. We had to notice with so many military 
members in the SCA. We re-arranged, made allowances, 
helped dependent families where necessary. 

AIDS is another area where, like it or not, the SCA is 
going to have to pay attention to a real-world problem that 
isn’t provided for in our rules. 

An ideal (overly liberal) “law” would direct the 
kingdom chirurgeon to have available and provide condoms 
without question upon request, regardless of age, sex, etc. 

As an ex-Board member, I shudder to think about the legal 
repercussions when Mama D’Annunzio finds out that 16 year 
old Angela Marie got a condom in this weirdo group she’s 
been hangin’ with! 

Like it or not, however, I do hope that the SCA does take 
cognizance of the world’s realities, probably on a local level, 
as much as can be. I know that in my group, we aren’t con¬ 
sistent about it, but usually the condoms get packed in the 
autocratting kit along with tampax/kotex (did you ever 
notice most autocrats never think to bring these?), disposable 
diapers, TP., etc. 

And if anyone every hears of somebody using the excuse 
“But condoms aren’t in period!” I want them sent to me for 
discipline and a medical history lesson they won’t soon 
forget! 

—Bish / Geoffrey d’Ayr of Montalban [East] 

Oh, that’s a good one! Discipline. What a funny guy that 
Bish is—always joking. (You are joking, right? ...Bish?...) 

—aelflaED 

t\Om 

Making live public announcements is a useful skill—I 
discovered this previously hidden talent after volunteering to 
be a site/field herald. 

I’ve seen superior examples of grace with manner and with 
motion—once in a while 1 can achieve it myself, though more 
often on the dance floor. 

Not getting lost finding a place in unknown lands and 
spending time amongst unknown folk is a Great Leap 
Forward for the Insecure Person, of which I was once a prime 
example. 

—Lord Yves Fortanier [Meridies] 


tDW OTG yOC /STILL m? 

Fm still in the SCA to learn new skills, help out, and play— 
which also sums up my philosophy of living. The “extended 
family” feeling and good relations with various individuals I 
otherwise may never have crossed paths with also contribute 
to the many plusses of staying around, on that note, “Alio” 
to ^Edward, John (or Bear if he prefers), Derwyn, and the 
Rialto folk... 

—Lord Yves Fortanier [Meridies] 

I6JS****** 

If you’ve come here directly from the first page of this 
issue, it is my pleasure to announce that this is the first 
Correspondence Authorization point. 

• Is your pulse elevated? 

• Did you believe that I might actually print a name that 

someone had asked me to keep confidential? 

• As you turned to this page were you becoming agitated, 

thinking I was an idiot? 

• Did you feel your muscles tightening, your mind racing, 

or any other signs you can associate with a sudden 

rush of adrenaline ? 

If the answer to any of the questions above is “yes,” it 
would be best for you to take a little break before you read 
any more. Breathe deeply, get a drink of juice or water, and 
sit in a cool, comfortable place without reading anything 
at all until you’re calm again. 

Try to remember your symptoms, and avoid writing a 
letter you might intend to mail when your body and mind 
are in such a near-violent state. This is for your own sake 
and for the Society’s. 

The rest of you are authorized to continue reading 
immediately. Thank you for your cooperation. 

—JElflaed of Duckford, Correspondence Marshal 

Is anyone aware of any group that is doing SCA-TV for 
local cable access? If so, how is it done (format, content, 
problems). 

—Uilleam MacUilleam [Meridies] 

Some years ago Master Ulrich von Matanuska produced a 
half-hour program which aired several times on public access 
here. It was called “Outlandish Tales.” I was in the credits 
because I let them borrow props. Almost everyone we know 
was in the credits, come to think of it. 

It was a drama (melodrama, more like), but the realities of 
knowing all the people and recognizing all the sets, props, 
costumes, etc. prevents us from doing anything but howling 
with laughter the whole time we watch it. It prominently 
features Lavan and Artan when they were very young Sir 
Lavan and Lord Artan-who-couldn ’ t-yet-play-recorder (and 
so he shouldn’t have). It’s a hoot. 

—iElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 
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First thing, /Elflaed is pronounced “Elf led.” That’s to help 
you in finding me if you’re shy and need to ask around for me. 
I’ll be in my camp Saturday and Sunday evenings of the 
Estrella War (1993), probably be somewhere near ramada #6 
(al-Barran) and the Outlands’ royalty, with fireside-seating 
available! Anyone is welcome to come to discuss life, the 
war, the past, the future, and why people who find out I’ve 
taken a kingdom office say things like “When will you 
learn?” and “Sucker!” instead of “That’s great” or “Glad to 
hear it” If you have a camp full of too much food, bring some 
by to share with those who have come from far away, and who 
might stay there for long hours. 

During the day I’ll be on Merchant’s Row as long as I can 
bear to sit still, next to Raymond the Quiet, in the al-Barran 
Merchant’s Guild. You can send people there to buy back 
issues of ThinkWell , or to subscribe, or to buy old T.I.’s. 

—iElflaed of Duckford [Outlands] 

I 'am planning ThinkWell parties at Fool’s War on Easter 
weekend (Meridies, Trimaris and Atlantia) and Border 
Raids in June (Middle and Meridies). They will be very 
informal, sit around the campsite and have digressing 
conversations type parties. I will provide a few munches, but 
for the most part they will be bring-your-own-everything, 
including chairs. Details will be posted at the Troll Booth. I 
look forward to meeting some of the people I now know only 
through print. [P.S. this was planned BEFORE Issue #13 
came out] 

—Teresa Berconi [Meridies] 

TMURroeLL 

Y’know, the contributors to this newsletter are amazingly 
hung up on the entity of Peerage. In #13, by my rough count, 
10 1/2 pages are on that subject in one way or another. And 
that’s not counting 2 1/2 pages on Barons and a page on 
Kingship. I’m as guilty of this as anyone, but looking at it 
from an objective standpoint, we’re practically obsessed with 
the subject. Is the topic of Rank really that central to the 
Society? (Maybe it is; I’m curious about other peoples’ take 
on the point...) 

—Justin du Coeur [East] 
Justin, Issue #6 page 2 has some response to a question asked 
in # 4, page 1 about this topic, but we have many more people 
involved now and it’s a great topic to continue . —celflaED 

It’s interesting to note how many of the ThinkWell 
contributors I know, or know of—there are many familiar 
names. Many of the Calontir people share mutual friends 
with us.... I’ve always said the SCA is like a small town. 

I had a friend visiting for several weeks from Meridies, 
and he read every last word of ThinkWell He enjoyed “The 
Collected Wisdom of John the Bearkiller,” and plans to 
subscribe. 

—Aethelthryth of Acleah [Caid] 


ThinkWell has instilled in me a sense of responsibility. I 
have come to the conclusion that members with ideas and 
opinions have the right and responsibility to express them. 
This is an organization run by its members. Too many people 
are willing to sit in their camps, living rooms, etc. and whine 
about the things they don’t like but very few of them are 
willing to put themselves forward and express their 
discontent. Even worse to my way of thinking are the people 
who whine but never take the mental time to come up with 
new ideas or solutions. 

iElflaed expressed the concern that there is too much diver¬ 
sity within the different groups of the Society, and that if 
that diversity is allowed to continue the individual groups 
will eventually stop being part of the SCA in general and 
will become something else. Forums such as ThinkWell help 
unify the Society. All the amazing writers that contribute 
are also learning new things. The chance to compare attitudes 
and customs, and to learn new ways of doing things is 
invaluable. If one person from one kingdom asks for advice 
from the contributors of ThinkWell, they will get advice 
from people all over the Knowne Worlde, which they then 
take back to their home playing ground and incorporate as that 
group sees fit. The discussions of philosophy spread greater 
understanding and some unity of thought throughout the 
Knowne World and allow for a Society-wide belief structure 
that individual groups can tailor to their personal needs.... 
ThinkWell is an information network the Society has long 
needed. Thanks JElflxdl 

—Lady Taryn Brannick [Outlands] 


I’m selling actual original back issues of T.I. for $4 and $6 
(depending on whether the issue is still available from the 
SCA stock clerk or not). Proceeds will be put directly 
toward printing and postage of ThinkWell. Please write for 
an up-to-the-moment list of issues available, or call 505-299- 
2476. 

THEY’LL BE FOR SALE IN PERSON 
SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AT ESTRELLA 

In addition to the gracious Mistress Rodema, Baroness 
Elisheva, Lord Kristjan, Lady Gwyneth, Sir Lavan, Duke 
Artan and Countess Aziza, Sir Lars, Sir Raymond and 
Countess Susannah, I am grateful to Mistress Genevre, 
Baroness Susan the Midwife and Lady Elenfea for 
donations. 

If you see someone about to throw T.I.s in a dumpster 
PLEASE try to get them for me. 


Perhaps you noticed that this issue was somewhat more 
difficult to read than usual. I had to use a dictionary myself 
half a dozen times. I haven’t seen so many obscure and made- 
up words for a long time. 

Also, my printer is experimenting with a new persona and 
so our logo looks funky; we might need an electro-therapist. 

-aelflaED 
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The following is for amusement purposes only . 
No wagers, please . 


A topic that does interest me is the giving away of earned 
advantages on a tourney field. Here in Innilgard, 1 if we take 
an opponent's arm, we consider it chivalrous to voluntarily 
give up one of ours. However, in Stormhold 2 they retain both 
arms but will drop to their knees to fight on if they 
successfully take out an opponent’s leg. While these actions 
may not matter much in a Baronial tourney, they can signifi¬ 
cantly affect the outcome of a Crown or Coronet lists. What 
do fighters in the GKW do? Is it generally considered 
acceptable to retain all earned advantages? 

—Aylwin Greymane [West] 
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Copies as of February 7, 1992: 


Outlands 

51 

Calontir 

14 

Caid 

28 

Atlantia 

12 

Meridies 

27 

West 

12 

Middle 

21 

Atenveldt 

10 

Ansteorra 

19 

Trimaris 

7 

East 

16 

An Tir 

7 


plus a few scattered samples. 

There are seventeen on the list who are expired. 
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FtTBMOTTIOm FOLICI6S 

LEVITY and BREVITY 


I won’t publish things unless I have the author’s SCA 

name, Earthly name, and address, but I might publish it 
“name withheld” or “anonymous” if requested. 

Whether your things get in depends partly on what others 
sent, whether your comment fits in with another set of 
letters, etc. Just because something wasn’t in this time 
won’t mean it’s not being saved for another issue. 

FEEL FREE TO BRING UP NEW TOPICS as well as 
comment on what’s gone before, even back to the first issue, 
length—no such thing as too short. One-liner smart-aleck 
responses are welcome. If something needs to be long, try 
to make it fun. Long and humorless are the worst combo, 
content—make it productive, positive, don’t name names 
in a negative context 

deadline— Send what you have when you’re finished. If 
you miss one issue and it makes the one after, no big deal. 
When I get near thirty pages. I’ll start winding it down, 
format—legibly on paper, preferably (second choice is a 
diskette my Macintosh can read) PRINT NAMES if 
you’re writing by hand, or write very carefully, 
cartoons—same as above. Don’t use recognizable people in 
a negative way. 

Anything I think might get you or me into trouble will not 
be published (but I might send it back to be toned down, or 
print excerpts or a paraphrase). 

Should they appear in your writing, the following words or 
phrases will probably be replaced quietly with a superior 
form taken from standard English: 
smalls (unless you mean your drawers) 
feastcrat / feast-o-crat 
farspeaker 

Duke Sir Mistress Master 
mundane (if used as a noun) 


[ 


TWEAKITUDE 


* Adelaide, South Australia 
^ Melbourne 


The Middle, Atlantia and the West each overtook the 
kingdom nearest on the list, and Caid is managing to keep the 
lead (not counting my home kingdom, which I’m sure no 
other kingdom will ever best, even though we are by far the 
smallest kingdom by population; we’ll be the best educated 
per capita as well!). Boldface means an impressive number of 
new subscribers. 

Nearly half of the West Kingdom subscriptions are in Lochac. 

We have subscribers in Tasmania and not-sure-where-all-else 
in Australia, three Canadians (two Ontario and one British 
Columbia), one goes to Mexico (which the Outlands calls 
Argonia), and lots to 36 states of the U.S. We’re lacking CT, 
DE, HI, IN, KY, LA, ME, MT, NH, ND, RI, SD, VT, WV and 
ALL OF DRACHENWALD . Although many former 
Drachenwalders read and contribute, I have no reason to 
believe that this color of blue paper has ever been seen in 
Europe. With readers all over the other twelve kingdoms, it 
would seem a shame for a new kingdom to arise with no access 
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